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Welcome to Miami’s Island Paradise

Craving a tropical escape just minutes from Miami? The best Miami island offers golden
beaches, celebrity mansions, and adventure-packed shores. Picture kayaking past man-
groves or cruising by Star Island’s luxe estates. This 2025 guide covers eight islands—
Key Biscayne, Fisher Island, Virginia Key, Star Island, Venetian Islands, Watson Island,
Palm Island, and Keystone Islands—with costs for solo travelers and couples. Based on
miamiandbeaches.com and local insights, it’s your roadmap to paradise.

Quick Answer: The best Miami island matches your style: Key Biscayne for families
($~50-100/day solo), Fisher Island for luxury ($~550+/day solo), Virginia Key for ad-
venture ($~40-80/day solo), Star Island for celebrity tours ($~30-50/solo), Venetian Is-
lands for skyline views ($~30-60/solo), Watson Island for urban fun ($~60-120/solo),
Palm Island for private views ($~30-50/s0lo), or Keystone Islands for North Miami
charm ($~30-60/solo). Couples save by sharing costs. Visit spring (March-May) for per-
fect weather. Book tours at miamiandbeaches.com. Follow @VisitMiami for deals!

Search Tip: Google “best Miami island 2025,” “Star Island Miami,” or “Venetian Islands
Miami” for updates.

Why Pick a Miami Island?

Miami’s islands blend luxury, nature, and urban energy, outshining South Beach’s crowds.
Key Biscayne scores 4.7/5 on Tripadvisor (1,200+ reviews), and Star Island’s celebrity
homes draw global fans. Just 5-15 minutes from Miami, these islands beat Caribbean
resorts for value ($~500 vs. $1,000/night in the Bahamas).

How Much Will It Cost?

Daily costs (USD) for solo travelers and couples cover transport, activities, and dining
(excluding lodging unless noted). Budget options like public transit and picnics keep
costs low.
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Island Solo Coupl&ey Expenses

Cost/D@gst/Day
Key Biscayne $50- $80- Toll ($2.25-3.50), park ($8), dining ($15-30)
100 150

Fisher Island $550- $600- Ferry ($26), hotel ($~500/night), dining ($30-50)
1,000+1,200+

Virginia Key $40- $60- Toll ($2.25-3.50), activities ($15-30), dining ($10-20)
Star Island 320— %28— Boat tour ($26-38), parking ($9/hr), snacks ($5-10)
Venetian Islands 220— égg— Toll ($3.00-3.75), bike rentals ($15), dining ($15-30)
Watson Island 220— i(l)go— Attractions ($26-59), parking ($9/hr), dining ($15-30)
Palm Island i%g— égg— Boat tour ($26-38), parking ($9/hr), snacks ($5-10)
Keystone Islands ng— igg— Bus ($2.25), kayak ($25), dining ($10-20)

60 100

Note: Fisher Island lodging costs are listed below. Couples save on shared transport and
activities.

Key Biscayne: Best for Families

Key Biscayne, 5 miles from Downtown Miami, is the best Miami island for families.
Cross the Rickenbacker Causeway ($2.25 SunPass, $3.50 Toll-by-Plate) and enjoy:

* Crandon Park: 2-mile beach with cabanas ($40/day), carousel ($~2).

* Bill Baggs State Park: 1825 lighthouse, trails, picnic spots ($8/vehicle).

* Activities: Kayak ($25/hour), tennis ($10/hour), golf ($100-200/round).

* Dining: Rusty Pelican ($15-30/meal).

Solo Cost: $~50-100/day (toll $2.25-3.50, park $8, kayak $25, dining $15-30).

* Couple Cost: $~80-150/day (shared toll, activities, dining).

Pro Tip: Picnic at Crandon Park ($~10/meal) to save. Book rentals at keybiscayne.fl.gov.

Fisher Island: Best for Luxury

Fisher Island, a 3-mile ferry ride, is the best Miami island for exclusivity:

* Vanderbilt Mansion: Private beach club for members.

* Amenities: 18-hole golf course, 17 tennis courts, spa ($150-300/treatment).
* Dining: Porto Cervo ($30-50/meal).

* Access: Private ferry ($26 round-trip, 7 min) from 190 MacArthur Causeway, for resi-
dents, guests, or hotel visitors with security clearance. Hotel $~500/night.

Solo Cost: $~550-1,000+/day (ferry $26, hotel $500+, dining $30-50).


https://www.keybiscayne.fl.gov

* Couple Cost: $~600-1,200+/day (shared hotel, ferry, dining).

Pro Tip: Book ferry clearance early at fisherislandclub.com.

Virginia Key: Best for Adventure

Virginia Key, 4 miles via Rickenbacker Causeway ($2.25 SunPass, $3.50 Toll-by-Plate), is
the best Miami island for outdoor fun:

* Virginia Key Beach Park: Historic beach, dog-friendly ($8/vehicle).

* Activities: Mountain biking ($15/hour), paddleboarding ($30/hour), kitesurfing lessons
($100/hour).

* Dining: Food trucks ($10-20/meal).
» Solo Cost: $~40-80/day (toll $2.25-3.50, park $8, activity $15-30, dining $10-20).
* Couple Cost: $~60-120/day (shared toll, activities, dining).

Pro Tip: Hike free mangrove trails. Book tours at virginiakeybeachpark.com.

Star Island: Best for Celebrity Glamour

Ready to spot celebrity mansions? Star Island, near South Beach, is the best Miami
island for glamour:

* Vibe: Exclusive with 30+ celebrity homes (e.g., Gloria Estefan).

* Access: MacArthur Causeway (no toll), restricted to residents/guests. Public viewing
via boat tours from Bayside Marketplace ($26-38/adult, $21-25/child, free for infants).
No disembarkation.

* Activities: 90-min celebrity homes tour ($28-38/adult).

* Dining: Boat snacks ($5-10) or Bayside Marketplace ($10-20/meal).
* Solo Cost: $~30-50/day (tour $26-38, parking $9/hr, snacks $5-10).
* Couple Cost: $~60-100/day (shared tour $52-76, parking, dining).

Pro Tip: Book early-bird tours (10:30 AM—4:30 PM, $21-26/adult) at miamistarisland-
cruises.com.

Venetian Islands: Best for Skyline Views

The Venetian Islands (Belle Isle, Rivo Alto, Di Lido, San Marco, San Marino, Biscayne
Island) are the best Miami island for urban chic:

* Vibe: Upscale homes with Miami skyline views.

* Activities: Cycling ($15/hour), jogging (free), yacht tours ($200/hour).

* Access: Venetian Causeway ($3.00 SunPass, $3.75 Toll-by-Plate) or free Miami Beach
Trolley.

* Dining: Zuma ($40-60/meal) or Belle Isle cafes ($15-30/meal).
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* Solo Cost: $~30-60/day (toll $3.00-3.75, bike $15, dining $15-30).
* Couple Cost: $~50-100/day (shared toll, bike rentals, dining).

Pro Tip: Cycle at dawn for free sunrise views. Book at miamiandbeaches.com.

Watson Island: Best for Urban Adventures

Watson Island, 5 minutes via MacArthur Causeway (no toll), is the best Miami island
for urban fun:

* Jungle Island: General admission $29.95/adult, zip lines ($59), lemur encounters ($99).
* Miami Children’s Museum: $26/person, $18 for Florida residents.

 Activities: Helicopter tours ($150/15 min), yacht charters ($250/hour).

* Dining: Nearby cafes ($15-30/meal).

Solo Cost: $~60-120/day (attractions $26-59, parking $9/hr, dining $15-30).

* Couple Cost: $~100-200/day (shared attractions, parking, dining).

Pro Tip: Pair Jungle Island with the museum. Book at jungleisland.com or miamichil-
drensmuseum.org.

Palm Island: Best for Private Retreats

Palm Island, near Star Island, is the best Miami island for privacy:
* Vibe: Quiet with private docks and upscale homes.

» Access: MacArthur Causeway (no toll), restricted to residents/guests. Public viewing
via boat tours from Bayside Marketplace ($26-38/adult, $21-25/child). No disembarka-
tion.

* Activities: 90-min celebrity homes tour ($28-38/adult).

* Dining: Boat snacks ($5-10) or Bayside Marketplace ($10-20/meal).
* Solo Cost: $~30-50/day (tour $26-38, parking $9/hr, snacks $5-10).
* Couple Cost: $~60-100/day (shared tour $52-76, parking, dining).

Pro Tip: Book tours at miamistarislandcruises.com for estate views.

Keystone Islands: Best for North Miami Charm

Keystone Islands (Keystone Point, Sans Souci) in North Miami are the best Miami island
for a chill vibe:

* Vibe: Residential with waterfront homes and canals.

 Activities: Kayaking ($25/hour via Miami Watersports), fishing (free with license).

* Access: 15 min via NE 123rd St (no toll) or Bus 107 ($2.25, 30 min).

* Dining: Local eateries ($10-20/meal).
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* Solo Cost: $~30-60/day (bus $2.25, kayak $25, dining $10-20).
* Couple Cost: $~50-100/day (shared bus, kayak, dining).

Pro Tip: Rent kayaks at miami-watersports.com for canal adventures.

When to Visit

* Spring (Mar-May): 70-80°F, low humidity, perfect for Key Biscayne or Virginia Key.
* Winter (Dec-Feb): 65-75°F, lively but pricier. Book Fisher Island early.

* Summer (Jun-Aug): 85-90°F, budget-friendly, rainy. Try Venetian or Watson Islands.
 Fall (Sep-Nov): 75-85°F, hurricane risk. Keystone Islands have deals.

Pro Tip: Check miamiandbeaches.com for events like Art Basel (Dec).

How to Get There
» Key Biscayne & Virginia Key: 5-10 min via Rickenbacker Causeway ($2.25 SunPass,
$3.50 Toll-by-Plate). Bus 26/102 ($2.25, 15-20 min).

 Fisher Island: 7-min private ferry ($26 round-trip) from 190 MacArthur Causeway,
residents/guests only.

» Star & Palm Islands: 5 min via MacArthur Causeway (no toll). Boat tours ($26-38)
from Bayside Marketplace.

* Venetian Islands: 5 min via Venetian Causeway ($3.00 SunPass, $3.75 Toll-by-Plate).
Free Miami Beach Trolley.

* Watson Island: 5 min via MacArthur Causeway (no toll). Bus 120 ($2.25, 10 min).
* Keystone Islands: 15 min via NE 123rd St (no toll). Bus 107 ($2.25, 30 min).
* BahamasFerries: Depart from Fort Lauderdale (~30 miles), not Miami (baleariacaribbean.com).

Savings Tip: Use the GO Miami-Dade Transit app for bus/trolley routes.

Top Tips
» Save on Tours: Book early-bird Star/Palm Island tours ($21-26) at miamistarisland-
cruises.com.

» Free Fun: Hike Virginia Key trails, jog Venetian Causeway, or fish at Keystone Islands
(free).

* Budget Eats: Picnic at Key Biscayne ($10/meal) or hit Virginia Key food trucks ($10).
» Stay Connected: Download the miamiandbeaches.com app for deals.

Pro Tip: Follow @VisitMiami on Instagram for flash sales.
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FAQs

* Which island is best for families? Key Biscayne has beaches and parks ($8/vehicle,
$25 kayak).

» Can I visit Star Island? No direct access, but boat tours ($26-38) show the mansions.

» IsFisherIsland open to everyone? Only residents, guests, or hotel visitors with clear-
ance.

* What’s the cheapest island? Keystone Islands ($~30-60/solo) with free fishing.

Why Miami Islands Shine

The best Miami island delivers: Key Biscayne’s beaches, Fisher Island’s luxury, Star Is-
land’s glamour, and Keystone Islands’ calm. They’re budget-friendly compared to Caribbean
islands. Pair your visit with Wynwood Walls for a perfect Miami day:.

Plan Your Adventure

Pick your best Miami island—Key Biscayne for families, Fisher Island for luxury, or
Star Island for glamour. Book tours at miamiandbeaches.com, pack sunscreen, and use
the free trolley to save. Contact 305-673-7010 (Key Biscayne), 305-361-5811 (Virginia
Key), 305-531-8800 (Fisher Island), or 786-714-1314 (boat tours). Share your trip with
#MiamiIslands! Discover more at miamiandbeaches.com.
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