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Craving a quirky Miami adventure? Raccoon Island Miami, also called Sandspur Is-
land Miami, is a 15-acre gem in Biscayne Bay, famous for its curious Biscayne Bay rac-
coons. Once nicknamed “Beer Can Island” for its littered past, this spoil island now of-
fers mangroves, wildlife, and a unique vibe. My kayak trip to see the raccoons felt like a
wildlife documentary! This 2025 guide covers where Raccoon Island is, its history, Rac-
coon Island Miami tours, Raccoon island miami tickets, and 5 must-see attractions
on Raccoon Island, Miami. Sourced frommiamiandbeaches.com and local insights, it’s
your go-to for planning a visit.

Quick Answer: Raccoon Island Miami is in North Biscayne Bay, home to around 40
raccoons. Access it by kayak ($25–$60), boat ($200–$500), or Raccoon Island Miami
tours ($90–$600). Raccoon island miami tickets start at $90. Expect $50–$150/solo.
Book at oceanforceadventures.com. The island is open daily, with spring being the best
time to visit.

Search Tip: Google “raccoon island miami,” “raccoon island tours,” or “sandspur island
miami” for updates.

Where is Raccoon Island with All the Raccoons?

Raccoon Island Miami is a 15-acre spoil island in North Biscayne Bay, near Haulover
Beach and Oleta River State Park, about 10 miles from Downtown Miami. Managed
by Miami-Dade County Parks, it’s home to around 40 Biscayne Bay raccoons, which
greet visitors with curious stares. Accessible only by water, it’s a short 30–45-minute
paddle fromOleta River or a boat ride fromnearbymarinas. Myfirst glimpse of raccoons
scampering on the shore was unforgettable!

Raccoon Island Miami History

Raccoon Island Miami, also known as Sandspur Island Miami, was formed in the
1970s as a spoil island from dredged sediment during Intracoastal Waterway construc-
tion. Once called “Beer Can Island” due to boater litter, it’s now a protected wildlife
haven. The raccoon population, around 40, likely arrived after Hurricane Andrew in
1992, either swimming from the mainland or introduced by humans. Today, these Bis-
cayne Bay raccoons thrive in the island’s mangroves, making it a unique ecological site.
The raw, natural vibe feels like stepping back in time.
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How to Get to Raccoon Island Miami

Raccoon Island Miami is water-access only, perfect for Raccoon Island Miami tours
or DIY rentals. Options include:

• Kayak/Paddleboard: Rent from Oleta River State Park ($25–$60, 30–45 min pad-
dle).

• Boat Rentals: Marinas like Boatsetter offer boats ($200–$500/day).

• Guided Tours: Book Raccoon Island Miami tours with Ocean Force Adventures
(kayak tours, $93.40/person) or SoFlo Water Adventures (boat tours, $169/person
or $599/group, 2–3 hours).

Raccoon island miami tickets start at $90 for guided tours (as of 2025; verify on web-
sites), available via oceanforceadventures.com or oletariveroutdoors.com. My kayak
rental was a budget-friendly thrill, with raccoons greeting me at the shore! Private
boaters anchoring at the islandneed aMiami-DadeCountymooring permit; guided tours
handle this for you. Check miamidade.gov for permit details.

What’s the Cost to Visit?

Here’s the cost for visiting Raccoon Island Miami:

Activity Solo Cost Group Cost (4) Key Expenses
Kayak Rental $25–$60 $100–$240 Single kayak ($25–

$55), tandem ($35–
$65)

Boat Rental $200–$500 $200–$500 Daily rental, fuel
($~50–$100)

Guided Tour $90–$169 $360–$600 Kayak tour ($93.40),
boat tour ($169/per-
son or $599/group)

Note: Add $10–$20 for park entry/parking. Spring visits are budget-friendly. Prices as
of 2025; verify on websites.

Savings Tip: Book midweek kayak rentals at Oleta River State Park for lower rates and
fewer crowds.

5 Must-See Attractions on Raccoon Island, Miami

Raccoon Island Miami is packed with natural wonders:

1. Biscayne Bay Raccoons: Observe around 40 raccoons roaming the shores. Do
not feed them—it’s illegal ($100 fine), promotes aggression, spreads diseases like
rabies, and reduces their natural fear of humans, endangering both raccoons and
visitors. Keep a safe distance to protect wildlife.

2. MangroveTunnels: Paddle through lushmangroves nearOspreyNature Preserve.

3. Wildlife Spotting: Look for manatees, dolphins, pelicans, or ospreys in the bay.

4. Secluded Beaches: Relax or picnic on sandy shores (bring trash bags).

5. Sunset Views: Catch a golden Biscayne Bay sunset from the island’s edge.

https://www.oceanforceadventures.com
https://www.oletariveroutdoors.com
https://www.miamidade.gov


My favorite was photographing raccoons at dusk—pure magic! Always view wildlife
from afar to avoid fines and protect the ecosystem.

Nearby Dining: Contessa Miami and Crazy About You

After your Raccoon Island Miami adventure, dine at these nearby spots:

Restaurant Rating Price Cuisine Services Address Website
Contessa Miami 4.0/737 $100+/personItalian Dine-in,

Takeout,
Delivery

111 NE
41st St,
Miami,
FL 33137

contessaristorante.com

Crazy About You 4.3/1K+ $50–
$90/person

Mediterranean,
Amer-
ican,
Latin

Dine-in,
Takeout,
Delivery

1155
Brickell
Bay Dr,
Miami,
FL 33131

crazyaboutyourestaurant.com

Pro Tip: Contessa Miami (~15-min drive) suits special occasions; Crazy About You (~20-
min drive) is budget-friendly.

Tips for Visiting Raccoon Island in 2025

• Book Tours Early: Secure Raccoon Island Miami tour tickets via oceanforcead-
ventures.com for morning slots (raccoons are less active in heat).

• Pack Essentials: Bring sunscreen, water, snacks, and trash bags.

• Respect Wildlife: Do not feed raccoons—it’s illegal ($100 fine), encourages ag-
gression, spreads diseases, and harms their natural behavior. Observe from a safe
distance.

• Best Time: Visit in spring (Mar–May) for mild weather and fewer boats.

• Safety: Watch for alligators in mangroves.

FAQs About Raccoon Island Miami

• Where is Raccoon Island with all the raccoons? In North Biscayne Bay, near
Haulover Beach, with around 40 raccoons.

• What’s thehistoryofRaccoon IslandMiami? A1970s spoil island, raccoons likely
arrived post-Hurricane Andrew.

• How much are Raccoon Island Miami tickets? Start at $90 for guided tours (as
of 2025; verify on websites).

• What are Raccoon Island Miami tours like? Kayak ($93.40) or boat tours ($169–
$599, 2–3 hours) explore mangroves and wildlife.

• What are the 5must-see attractions onRaccoon Island,Miami? Raccoons, man-
groves, wildlife, beaches, and sunsets.

https://www.contessaristorante.com
https://www.crazyaboutyourestaurant.com
https://www.oceanforceadventures.com
https://www.oceanforceadventures.com


Why Raccoon Island Miami is a Must-Visit

Raccoon Island Miami blends adventure and quirky wildlife in Sandspur Island Mi-
ami’s mangroves. Its unique Biscayne Bay raccoons and natural beauty beat Miami’s
crowded beaches. Pair your visit with Contessa Miami or Crazy About You for a perfect
day. My sunset paddle was a highlight I’ll never forget!

Plan Your Raccoon Island Miami Adventure Now!

Ready to explore Raccoon IslandMiami? Book Raccoon islandmiami tickets for Rac-
coon IslandMiami tours at oceanforceadventures.com or rent kayaks at oletariverout-
doors.com. Paddle tomeetBiscayneBay raccoons and enjoy the 5must-see attractions
on Raccoon Island, Miami. Share your trip with #RaccoonIslandMiami! Discovermore
at miamiandbeaches.com.
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