Star Island Miami 2025: Celebrity Homes, Tours &
Rentals

August 2025

Welcome to Star Island Miami

Picture yourself cruising turquoise waters, eyeing jaw-dropping mansions owned by
stars like Gloria Estefan or Diddy, with Miami’s skyline sparkling nearby. Star Island
Miami is the ultimate VIP escape—a private island dripping with celebrity allure! This
exclusive enclave draws millions yearly for its A-list homes and luxurious vibe. Whether
you’re chasing “who lives on Star Island Miami 2025” or dreaming of a boat tour, this
comprehensive guide covers celebrity residents, maps, rentals, how to visit, and the best
things to do. Based on miamiandbeaches.com and local insights, it’s your ticket to glam-
our. My tour past those iconic estates was pure magic—ready to dive in?

Quick Answer: Star Island Miami, a private island near South Beach, boasts 30+ celebrity
mansions (e.g., Diddy, Gloria Estefan). Access is restricted to residents and guests, but
public viewing is via 90-min boat tours from Bayside Marketplace ($~26-38/adult, $21-
25/child). Tours run daily, 10:30 AM-4:30 PM. Book at miamistarislandcruises.com or
miamiandbeaches.com. Rentals are rare ($~10,000+/week). For budget-friendly stays
near Star Island, explore South Beach hotels ($~200-400/night). Follow @VisitMiami
for deals!

Search Tip: Google “Star Island Miami 2025,” “celebrity homes Star Island Miami,” or
“Star Island Miami boat tours” for updates.

What Is Star Island Miami?

Defining the island’s exclusivity and layout

Star Island Miami is a man-made, 86-acre island in Biscayne Bay, just off South Beach.
Famous for over 30 ultra-luxurious mansions, it’s a gated celebrity haven with 24/7 se-
curity and exclusive access. Built in 1922, its oval shape (not star-shaped, despite the
name, which nods to its celebrity residents) makes it distinct. It’s part of a trio with Palm
and Hibiscus Islands, separate from the Venetian Islands chain. With a 4.5/5 rating on
Tripadvisor (1,200+ reviews), it’s a must-see for anyone chasing Miami’s glam scene. Be-
cause there are no public roads or beaches, the only way to see Star Island is by boat
tours or from the water.

History of Star Island Miami

Tracing the island’s glamorous past
Star Island was created during Miami’s 1920s land boom when developer Carl Fisher
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dredged Biscayne Bay to build artificial islands. Its oval shape and prime location made
it an instant elite hotspot. In the 1930s, mobster Al Capone owned a mansion here. By
the 1990s, stars like Gloria Estefan called it home. Today, homes fetch between $20 mil-
lion and $100 million, cementing Star Island as Miami’s glitziest address. Fun fact: The
island’s foundations were built with limestone from the Florida Keys. Pair your visit
with a Miami Art Deco tour to soak in more local history.

Who Lives on Star Island Miami 2025?

Listing verified residents for 2025
Star Island’s residents are a magnet for billionaires and celebrities. Here are key figures
in 2025:

* Diddy (Sean Combs): Owns an iconic waterfront estate, often featured in tours. Note:
Recent legal developments, including property raids, have impacted his status.

* Gloria Estefan: Long-time resident with a Spanish-style villa.
* Ken Griffin: Billionaire investor who bought a $75 million property in 2023.

 Vladislav Doronin: Real estate mogul who purchased a mansion from Shaquille O’Neal
in 2009, with a record-breaking sale in 2025.

» Past Residents: Shaquille O’Neal (sold in 2009), Rosie O’Donnell, Jennifer Lopez (own-
ership unconfirmed in 2025), Oprah Winfrey (owned on Fisher Island, sold in 2020),
Will Smith (sold in 2005).

Residents prioritize privacy, so exact addresses aren’t public. Boat tours point out fa-
mous homes with exciting stories. For more celeb vibes, check out Miami’s celebrity
hotspots.

Star Island Miami Celebrity Homes Map

Describing the island’s layout and map access

A Star Island Miami celebrity homes map isn’t publicly available due to privacy laws,
but boat tours provide onboard maps or guides. The island’s oval layout includes one
main road (Star Island Drive) with 30+ waterfront homes. Tours highlight homes like
Diddy’s or Gloria Estefan’s, using landmarks like docks or unique architecture (e.g., Es-
tefan’s Spanish red tiles). Some operators offer digital maps via apps like miamiand-
beaches.com. Check miamistarislandcruises.com for tour-specific maps.

Star Island Miami Homes for Rent

Detailing rare rental opportunities
Renting a mansion on Star Island Miami is rare and expensive, reserved for the ultra-
wealthy. In 2025:

» Typical Rental: 5-7-bedroom waterfront villa, $~10,000-50,000/week.
* Amenities: Private pools, docks, home theaters, 24/7 security.

* Booking: Requires vetting and deposits ($~5,000+). Contact Sotheby’s Realty or Miami
Luxury Rentals (305-695-6300).
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 Availability: Limited to off-season (Jun-Nov) or short-term leases.

For budget-friendly stays, explore South Beach hotels ($~200-400/night) via booking.com.
Rentals are a splurge but unmatched in glamour. See Miami vacation rentals for nearby
options.

The Real Estate Market on Star Island

Showcasing a luxury listing
Star Island’s real estate market is Miami’s most competitive. Properties range from
Mediterranean Revival mansions to modern masterpieces. Example listing:

43 Star Island Drive, Miami Beach: $48,000,000, 8 bedrooms, 8.3 bathrooms, 11,104
sq ft, built 1923, status: pending sale.

Its security and privacy attract buyers seeking exclusivity. For more on Miami’s housing,
see Miami’s housing guide.

How to Get to Star Island, Miami
Explaining access options
Star Island is private, but you can admire it from the water:

» Boat Tours: 90-min cruises from Bayside Marketplace (400 Biscayne Blvd) circle the
island, costing $26-38/adult, $21-25/child, free for infants. Hourly departures (10:30
AM—-4:30 PM). No disembarkation.

* By Car: Drive via MacArthur Causeway (no toll), but gates block entry without resident
approval.

* Public Transit: Bus 120 from Downtown Miami ($2.25, 10 min) or free Metromover
to Bayside.

* Rideshare: Lyft/Uber from South Beach to Bayside ($~10-15).
» Parking: Bayside Marketplace ($~9/hr). Use SpotHero for deals.
* BahamasFerries: Depart from Fort Lauderdale (~30 miles), not Miami (baleariacaribbean.com).

Pro Tip: Use the free Metromover to Bayside and book a budget-friendly Miami tour to
save.

5 Must-See Attractions on Star Island Miami

Highlighting top sights via tours
Since Star Island Miami is private, attractions are viewed via boat tours or nearby ac-
tivities. Here are the 5 must-see attractions:

1. Celebrity Mansions: View Diddy’s estate or Gloria Estefan’s villa on a 90-min boat
tour ($26-38). Guides share fun stories.

2. Biscayne Bay Views: Enjoy panoramic shots of the island and Miami’s skyline. Sunset
cruises ($~30-40) are magical.
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3. Star Island Drive (from Water): The main road loops around 30+ mansions. Look
for Ken Griffin’s $75 million estate.

4. Nearby Venetian Islands: Cycle the Venetian Causeway ($3.00 SunPass, $3.75 Toll-
by-Plate, bike rentals $15/hr) for distant views.

5. Bayside Marketplace: Post-tour, explore shops, dining ($10-20/meal), and free live
music.

Pro Tip: Book a sunset tour at miamistarislandcruises.com for golden-hour views.

Best Star Island Tours & Cruises
Recommending top tours
* Biscayne Bay Millionaires’ Homes Sightseeing Cruise: 1.5 hrs, $20+, 4.5/5.

* Miami Open-Top Bus Night Tour: 1.5 hrs, $35+, 4.2/5.
Celebrity Homes Boat Tour: 1.5 hrs, $30+, 4.6/5.

+ Sightseeing Speedboat Tour: 45 mins, $45+, 4.7/5.
* Hop-on Hop-off Bus Tour with Boat Cruise: 2 days, $35+, 3.6/5.

Book early for winter peak season at miamistarislandcruises.com.

Costs for Visiting Star Island Miami

Breaking down expenses

* Solo: $~30-50/day (boat tour $26-38, parking $~9/hr, snacks $5-10).
* Couple: $~60-100/day (shared tour $52-76, parking, snacks).
* Rentals: $~10,000-50,000/week for mansions.

Savings Tip: Use the free Metromover and pack snacks to avoid boat bar costs ($~5-10).

Best Time to Visit Star Island Miami

Recommending optimal seasons

» Spring (Mar-May): 70-80°F, low crowds, ideal for tours.

* Winter (Dec-Feb): 65-75°F, peak season, book early.

* Summer (Jun-Aug): 85-90°F, rainy, cheaper tours ($21-26).
« Fall (Sep-Nov): 75-85°F, hurricane risk, fewer tourists.

Pro Tip: Check miamiandbeaches.com for events like Miami Boat Show (Feb).
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FAQs About Star Island Miami

Answering common questions

* Is Star Island open to the public? No, it’s a private gated community.

* Who owns Star Island? Properties are owned by wealthy individuals, including bil-
lionaires and celebrities.

* How can I see Star Island? Boat tours, kayaking, or sightseeing cruises.

« Is Star Island part of the Venetian Islands? No, it’s a separate island near Palm and
Hibiscus Islands.

* Are there famous homes on Star Island? Yes, estates owned by Diddy, Gloria Estefan,
and past residents like Shaquille O’Neal.

Why Star Island Miami Is a Must-See

Sharing personal insights

Star Island embodies Miami’s luxury lifestyle. Cruising past grand homes against Bis-
cayne Bay’s sparkling waters is unforgettable. For travelers seeking budget-friendly Mi-
ami adventures, viewing Star Island by boat offers upscale charm without breaking the
bank. Pair it with Wynwood Walls for a full Miami day.

Plan Your Star Island Miami Adventure

Encouraging action

Ready for Star Island Miami? Book a 90-min boat tour ($26-38) from Bayside Market-
place to see celebrity homes. Arrive early for 10:30 AM departures, pack sunscreen, and
use the free Metromover (till 10 p.m.). Call 305-379-5119 for Bayside info or 786-714-1314
for tours. Share your glam pics with #StarIslandMiami! For budget-friendly stays, ex-
plore South Beach hotels ($~200/night). Check miamiandbeaches.com for more Miami
fun.
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