
 

50+ Best Things to Do in San Diego: 
The Ultimate 2025 Guide 
San Diego is one of California’s crown jewels, a sun-drenched paradise with 
something for everyone. Whether you’re a beach lover, history buff, foodie, or 
thrill-seeker, you’ll find plenty of things to do in San Diego that cater to your 
interests. 

From world-class attractions and museums to hidden gems, outdoor 
adventures, and bustling food scenes, this city is a dream destination for solo 
travelers, couples, and families alike. 

In this complete guide, we’ll explore the best places to visit in San Diego, 
including free things to do, local experiences, and insider tips to help you plan 
your perfect itinerary. 

First Things First: Your San Diego Trip FAQ 

What is the best time to visit San Diego? 
San Diego is a true year-round destination. However, the absolute best 
weather is from late spring (May) through early fall (October), with sunny 
skies and warm temperatures. This is also the peak tourist season, so expect larger 
crowds and higher prices. For a fantastic balance of good weather and fewer 
people, target the shoulder seasons: March-April and September-October. 

How many days do you need in San Diego? 
●​ 3-4 Days: Perfect for hitting the major highlights: Balboa Park, the Zoo, a 

beach day, and exploring one or two neighborhoods. 
●​ 5-7 Days: Ideal for a more relaxed pace, adding in a whale watching tour, 

a day trip to La Jolla or Coronado, and deeper exploration. 

Do you need a car in San Diego? 
It is highly recommended. While neighborhoods like Downtown, Gaslamp Quarter, 
and Little Italy are walkable, San Diego is spread out. A car is the most efficient 
way to visit the zoo, beaches, and other top attractions. Ride-sharing services are 
also plentiful and reliable. 

https://www.sandiego.org/things-to-do/top-things-to-do
https://gocity.com/en/san-diego/attractions


 

Top Attractions in San Diego 

Explore the best things to do in San Diego — fun for families, couples, and 
solo travelers!​
These are the must-see attractions in San Diego — perfect for first-time visitors 
and repeat travelers alike: 

1.  San Diego Zoo 

●​ Price: Up to $76​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All-Inclusive / Plus / Essentials​
 The world-famous San Diego Zoo is home to more than 4,000 animals from 
every continent. Explore lush habitats, hop on a guided bus tour, and visit 
popular exhibits like koalas and pandas. It’s a must-visit for animal lovers of 
all ages. 

2. USS Midway Museum 

●​ Price: Up to $39​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All passes​
 Climb aboard a real aircraft carrier turned museum! Walk the flight deck, sit 
in cockpit simulators, and learn stories from U.S. Navy veterans. A fun and 
educational experience right in downtown San Diego’s harbor. 

3. SeaWorld San Diego 

●​ Price: Up to $69.99​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All-Inclusive / Plus / Essentials​
 SeaWorld offers thrilling rides, incredible marine shows, and animal 
encounters all in one place. Watch dolphins flip, ride roller coasters, and 
explore aquariums. Perfect for families wanting a mix of adventure and 
marine life. 

4. Belmont Park 

●​ Price: Up to $64.95​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All passes​
 This oceanfront amusement park features a historic wooden roller coaster, 



 

mini golf, arcades, and fun fair eats. It’s a great stop after the beach — 
perfect for kids and nostalgic adults alike. 

5. LEGOLAND® California 

●​ Price: Up to $119​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All-Inclusive / Plus / Essentials​
 Step into a world of creativity at this LEGO-themed park with rides, shows, 
and hands-on play zones. It’s best for kids under 12, but adults will enjoy the 
clever brick designs too. Booking required, so plan ahead! 

6. Birch Aquarium 

●​ Price: Up to $39.95​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All passes​
 Located above the ocean cliffs in La Jolla, this aquarium is full of interactive 
marine exhibits and colorful sea life. Touch tide pools, learn about ocean 
conservation, and enjoy the scenic ocean view from the decks. 

7. San Diego Bay Cruise (Semi-Private) 

●​ Price: Up to $160​
 

●​ Included in: ✔ All passes​
 Enjoy a peaceful sail around San Diego Bay with panoramic skyline views. 
It’s a relaxing way to experience the waterfront, especially for couples. 
Includes a smaller group for a more personal vibe. Booking required. 

Free and Cheap Things to Do 

Traveling on a budget? Here are free and cheap things to do in San Diego that 
don’t compromise the experience: 

1.​ Balboa Park: Free to enter, this sprawling urban park offers gardens, 
walking trails, Spanish colonial architecture, and 17 museums (some with 
free days).​
 

2.​ La Jolla Cove: Watch sea lions sunbathe, explore tide pools, or snorkel in 
the crystal-clear waters — all without spending a dime.​
 



 

3.​ San Diego Beaches: Relax at Ocean Beach, Pacific Beach, or Mission 
Beach, each with its unique vibe and open access.​
 

4.​ Old Town San Diego: Wander through historic sites and artisan shops, 
enjoy free museum entries, and catch traditional performances.​
 

5.​ Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve: Hike scenic coastal trails with epic 
ocean views and spot dolphins and migrating whales.​
 

6.​ Seaport Village: Window shop and enjoy live music and harbor views in this 
charming waterfront area. 

Top 5 Things to Do in San Diego with Kids 

San Diego is one of the most kid-friendly cities in the U.S. — here’s where to go: 

1. Museum of Illusions – San Diego 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.9 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (676 reviews) 

🏛️ Category Museum 

📍 Address 665 Fifth Ave, San Diego, CA 92101 

🕒 Hours 10 AM–9 PM, Fri-Sat: 10 AM–10 PM 

🌐 Website moisandiego.com 

💬 Nearby 
Attractions 

Gaslamp Quarter, Seaport Village, Petco Park 

🎟️ Tickets Available at official website 

2. LEGOLAND California – Quick Overview 

Located in nearby Carlsbad, this theme park includes LEGO-themed rides, a water 
park, and even an aquarium. 

Detail Information 

https://www.moisandiego.com/


 

⭐ Rating 4.5 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (38,078 reviews) 

🎢 Type Theme Park 

📍 Address One Legoland Dr, Carlsbad, CA 92008 

🕒 Hours 10:30 AM–4:30 PM 

🌐 Website legoland.com 

☎️ Phone (888) 690-5346 

🏨 Hotel On-site LEGO-themed hotel with dining, pool, and free 
breakfast 

💵 Ticket 
Price 

Starting from $79.00 (official site) 

🎟️ Other 
Tickets 

Groupon: $84.73 • GetYourGuide: $89.00 • Mobile tickets & 
instant confirmation 

🏳️‍🌈 Other Info LGBTQ+ friendly 

3. Belmont Park – Quick Overview 
A nostalgic beachfront amusement park with bumper cars, roller coasters, and 
arcade games. 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.6 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (17,453 reviews) 

🎢 Type Amusement Park 

📍 Address 3146 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 

🕒 Hours Closed · Opens at 12 PM 

🌐 Website belmontpark.com 

☎️ Phone (858) 488-1549 

🎟️ Tickets From $16.00 (Official Site) 

https://www.legoland.com/
https://www.belmontpark.com/


 

💵 Other 
Prices 

Groupon: $64.95 • GetYourGuide Pass: $124.00 
(Multi-attraction pass) 

🎠 Highlights Iconic wooden roller coaster, beachside rides, vintage games, 
and gift shops 

4. Birch Aquarium at Scripps - Quick Overview 

Interactive marine exhibits and panoramic ocean views make this a fun, educational 
spot. 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.4 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (8,646 reviews) 

🐟 Type Aquarium 

📍 Address 2300 Expedition Way, La Jolla, CA 92037 

📍 Location Inside Scripps Institution of Oceanography 

🕒 Hours 9 AM–5 PM 

🌐 Website aquarium.ucsd.edu 

☎️ Phone (858) 534-3474 

🎟️ Tickets From $29.95 (official site) 

💵 Other 
Prices 

GetYourGuide & Tripadvisor: $124 (multi-attraction pass, 
instant confirmation) 

🛍️ Extras On-site gift shop 

🌈 Other 
Info 

LGBTQ+ friendly 

5. San Diego Children’s Discovery Museum– Quick 
Overview 
Located in Escondido, this museum is all about hands-on learning for young 
children. 

https://aquarium.ucsd.edu


 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.6 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (1,182 reviews) 

🏛️ Type Children's Museum 

📍 Address 320 N Broadway, Escondido, CA 92025 

🕒 Hours 9:30 AM–4:30 PM, Mon - Closed. 

🌐 Website visitcmod.org 

☎️ Phone (760) 233-7755 

🎟️ Ticket 
Price 

$14.00 (general admission) 

🛍️ Features Indoor & outdoor exhibits, interactive 
educational play 

🏷️ Special 
Info 

LGBTQ+ friendly • Women-owned business 

These are the perfect family-friendly attractions in San Diego for an 
unforgettable trip. 

Top 10 Romantic and Couple-Friendly Activities 

Planning a romantic getaway in San Diego? Don’t miss these magical spots: 

1. Cabrillo National Monument – Quick Overview 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (12,352 reviews) 

🏞️ Type National Park / Historic Monument 

📍 Address 1800 Cabrillo Memorial Dr, San Diego, CA 92106 

🕒 Hours 9 AM–5 PM 

🌐 Website nps.gov 

https://www.visitcmod.org


 

☎️ Phone (619) 523-4285 

🎟️ Entry Fee $20.00 (additional fees may apply) 

🏛️ Highlights Historic lighthouse, panoramic ocean views, exhibits, 
tide pools 

🐶 Pet Policy Dogs allowed (in designated areas) 

📢 Sponsored 
Nearby 

Champagne Brunch Cruise from Viator (4.5 ★ 

2. Mission Beach Boardwalk – Quick Overview 

Detail Information 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (6,087 reviews) 

🏝️ Type Promenade / Beachfront Boardwalk 

📍 Address W Mission Bay Dr, San Diego, CA 92109 

🕒 Hours Open 24 hours 

🌐 Website sandiego.gov 

☎️ Phone (619) 232-3101 

🐶 Pet Policy Dogs allowed (in permitted areas & hours) 

🎢 Attractions Shops, beach bars, bike rentals, Belmont Park, and ocean 
activities 

🚲 Sponsored 
Nearby 

San Diego Bike to the Ocean Tour – 4.8 ★ 

3. Black Swan Gondola Company 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.9 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (265 reviews) 

📍 Address 1035 La Bonita Dr, San Marcos, CA 
92078 

https://www.sandiego.gov


 

🕒 Hours 11 AM–8 PM 

🌐 Website blackswangondolas.com 

☎️ Phone (760) 410-6820 

🎟️ SunUp 
Special 

$135 – Instant confirmation, mobile 
ticket 

🎟️ Venetian 
Ride 

$158 – Romantic gondola experience 

🌇 Sunset 
Cruise 

$192 – Evening ride with beautiful 
views 

💵 Other 
Options 

Premium rides from $204 

❤️ Best For Couples, proposals, anniversaries 

4. Coronado Ferry Landing 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (8,940 reviews) 

📍 Address 1201 1st St, Coronado, CA 92118 

🕒 Hours 10 AM–9 PM 

🌐 Website coronadoferrylanding.com 

☎️ Phone (619) 435-8895 

🎟️ Ticket Price $9.00 (Ferry Ride – official site) 

💵 Other Options Multi-attraction passes from $111.59 to $124.00 

🛍️ What’s There Shops, art galleries, restaurants, ferry rides 

🌊 Nearby 
Activity 

Jetski Rentals from Coronado (4.5 ★ on 
GetYourGuide) 

🚢 Best For Scenic ferry rides, shopping, dining, bay views 

https://blackswangondolas.com
https://www.coronadoferrylanding.com


 

5. Coronado Bridge 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (966 reviews) 

🌉 Type Landmark Bridge 

📍 Address CA-75, Coronado, CA 92118 

🕒 Hours Open 24 hours 

🌐 Website dot.ca.gov 

☎️ Phone (619) 688-6699 

🌆 Highlights Views of San Diego skyline & naval 
ships 

🚤 Nearby 
Activity 

Private Day Sailing Tour (5.0 ★ on 
Viator) 

🎯 Best For Scenic drives, photography, 
sightseeing 

6. Sunset Cliffs Natural Park 
A serene clifftop with stunning views — it’s ideal for sunset dates or marriage 
proposals. 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (8,296 reviews) 

🏞️ Type Coastal Park 

📍 Address Ladera St, San Diego, CA 92107 

🕒 Hours Open 24 hours 

🌐 Website sandiego.gov 

☎️ Phone (619) 525-8213 

https://www.dot.ca.gov
https://www.sandiego.gov


 

🐶 Pet 
Friendly 

Dogs allowed 

🌊 Highlights Ocean views, sunsets, cliffs, cliff diving spots 

🚗 Nearby 
Tour 

Driving Day Tour with GoCar (GetYourGuide – Free 
cancel) 

7. Gondola Ride in Coronado 
Cruise the calm canals of Coronado Cays with a private gondolier and a champagne 
toast. 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.9 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (223 reviews) 

🛥️ Type Boat Tour Agency / Gondola Rides 

📍 Address 503 Grand Caribe Causeway Suite C, Coronado, CA 
92118 

🕒 Hours 2:30–10 PM 

🌐 Website gondolacompany.com 

☎️ Phone (619) 429-6317 

🎟️ Cruise Price From $129 to $137 – Instant confirmation, mobile tickets 
available 

🧭 Experience 
Types 

Sunset rides, romantic cruises, gift experiences 

❤️ Best For Couples, anniversaries, proposals, scenic water tours 

8. Dinner in La Jolla Cove 

Enjoy candlelit seafood dinners with waves crashing in the background. 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.6 (832 reviews) 

https://www.gondolacompany.com


 

🍳 Type Coastal-Chic Diner (Breakfast & 
Lunch) 

📍 Address 8030 Girard Ave, La Jolla, CA 
92037 

🕒 Hours 9 AM–6 PM 

🌐 Website covehouselajolla.com 

☎️ Phone (858) 999-0034 

💵 Price 
Range 

$20–30 per person 

9. Hot Air Balloon Rides over Del Mar 
Soar above the coast during sunset — unforgettable for anniversaries or proposals. 

i) Magical Adventure Balloon Rides 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.3 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (22 reviews) 

🎈 Type Balloon Ride Tour Agency 

📍 Address 153 S Sierra Ave #505, Solana Beach, CA 92075 

🕒 Hours 6 AM–8 PM 

🌐 Website hotairfun.com 

☎️ Phone (866) 365-6987 

🧭 Location 
Note 

Inside the United States Postal Service building 

🏷️ Shared Ride Temecula Wine Country – $199 (2h 30m, instant 
confirmation) 

💼 Private Ride Private Basket Ride – $600 (2h 30m, instant 
confirmation) 

https://www.covehouselajolla.com
https://www.hotairfun.com


 

🌈 Special 
Notes 

LGBTQ+ friendly, Veteran-owned, Women-owned 

🎯 Best For Romantic getaways, special occasions, bucket list 
adventures 

ii) Compass Balloons 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (208 reviews) 

🎈 Type Balloon Ride Tour Agency 

📍 Address 1969 Villa Cardiff Dr, Cardiff, CA 92007 

🕒 Hours 9 AM–7 PM 

🌐 Website compassballoons.com 

☎️ Phone (760) 704-7407 

💵 Price $850.00 (may vary, additional fees might apply) 

🧭 Ride 
Info 

Scenic hot air balloon experiences over wine country 
& coast 

🎯 Best For Luxury balloon tours, couples, birthdays, private 
experiences 

10. Coronado Island Day Trip 
Take the ferry from downtown and explore white sandy beaches, historic Hotel del 
Coronado, and cozy cafes. 

i) Coronado Ferry Landing 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (8,940 reviews) 

🚢 Type Transportation & Shopping Center 

📍 Address 1201 1st St, Coronado, CA 92118 

https://www.compassballoons.com


 

🕒 Hours 10 AM–9 PM 

🌐 Website coronadoferrylanding.com 

☎️ Phone (619) 435-8895 

🎟️ Ferry Price $9.00 (official site) 

💵 Other 
Options 

Multi-attraction passes from $111.59 to $124.00 

🛍️ Highlights Art galleries, boutiques, fine dining, casual 
eateries 

🛵 Nearby Tour Electric Scooter Tour – 5.0 ★ (Free cancellation on 
Viator) 

🌅 Best For Scenic ferry rides, shopping, waterfront dining 

ii) Coronado Ferry Landing Pier 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (76 reviews) 

🎯 Type Fishing Pier 

📍 
Location 

San Diego, CA 92118 

🕒 Hours Open 24 hours 

🌅 Best 
For 

Fishing, bay views, sunset watching 

🚶 Nearby Coronado Ferry Landing, 
restaurants, shop 

These romantic things to do in San Diego are perfect for anniversaries, 
honeymoons, or just spending quality time. 

https://www.coronadoferrylanding.com


 

5 Best Things to do in San Diego for Adults 

1. Hike Bike Kayak Adventures 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.5 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (238 reviews) 

🛶 Type Canoe & Kayak Tour Agency 

📍 Address 2222 Avenida De La Playa, La Jolla, CA 92037 

🕒 Hours 9 AM–4 PM 

🌐 Website hikebikekayak.com 

☎️ Phone (858) 551-9510 

🚲 Rentals 
Available 

Bikes, kayaks, surfboards, snorkel gear 

🧭 Popular Tours - La Jolla Sea Caves Kayak Tour (Tandem): 
$79, 1.5 hr 
- Single Kayak Tour: $84, 2 hr 
- Electric Bike Tour: $89, 2 hr 

👥 Best For Adventure seekers, outdoor lovers, couples, 
friends 

2. Balboa Park 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (76,828 reviews) 

🏞️ Type Cultural & Urban Park 

📍 Location San Diego, CA 

🕒 Hours Open 24 hours 

🌐 Website balboapark.org 

☎️ Phone (619) 239-0512 

https://www.hikebikekayak.com
https://www.balboapark.org


 

🐶 Dog-Friendly Yes 

🎯 Highlights San Diego Zoo, gardens, 17 museums, theaters, Spanish 
architecture 

🧒 Family 
Friendly 

Yes – playgrounds, educational centers, kid exhibits 

📸 Best For Photography, walking tours, cultural experiences, picnics 

3. Belmont Park – San Diego 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.6 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (17,456 reviews) 

🎡 Type Historic Beachside Amusement Park 

📍 Address 3146 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 

🕒 Hours 12–7 PM 

🌐 Website belmontpark.com 

☎️ Phone (858) 488-1549 

🎟️ 
Admission 

Starts at $16.00 (online and third-party prices 
vary) 

🎠 
Attractions 

Classic wooden roller coaster, arcade, rides, 
vintage games 

🛍️ Extras Gift shops, beachside restaurants, fun zones 

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 Best For Families, couples, thrill-seekers, beach lovers 

4. The Escape Game San Diego (Gaslamp Quarter) 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 5.0 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (4,828 reviews) 

🧩 Type Escape Room Center 

https://www.belmontpark.com


 

📍 Address 232 Fifth Ave, San Diego, CA 92101 

🕒 Hours 8 AM–12 AM 

🌐 Website theescapegame.com 

☎️ Phone (619) 853-2834 

🧠 Popular Games Prison Break, Timeliner: Train Through Time, 
Gold Rush 

💵 Price per Game $46 per person (1 hour experience) 

👥 Best For Groups, families, team-building, puzzle lovers 

🏳️‍🌈 LGBTQ+ 
Friendly 

Yes 

5. Japanese Friendship Garden & Museum (Balboa Park) 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.6 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (9,680 reviews) 

🏯 Type Japanese Garden and Cultural Museum 

📍 Location 2215 Pan American E Rd, San Diego, CA 92101 

📍 In Located inside Balboa Park 

🕒 Hours 10 AM–6 PM 

🌐 Website niwa.org 

☎️ Phone (619) 232-2721 

🎟️ Admission $16.00 (standard entry) 

🎟️ Pass Options Also available via Go City & multi-attraction passes 

🐟 Highlights Koi ponds, bonsai trees, Zen gardens, traditional 
architecture 

https://theescapegame.com
https://www.niwa.org


 

🧑‍🤝‍🧑 Best For Couples, nature lovers, cultural explorers, 
photographers 

🏳️‍🌈 LGBTQ+ 
Friendly 

Yes 

Locations on Map: 
<iframe 
src="https://www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m16!1m12!1m3!1d214796.1534
861468!2d-117.43294411328122!3d32.734147899999996!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i
1024!2i768!4f13.1!2m1!1sThings%20to%20do%20in%20San%20Diego%20for%2
0adults!5e0!3m2!1sen!2sus!4v1757741542456!5m2!1sen!2sus" width="600" 
height="450" style="border:0;" allowfullscreen="" loading="lazy" 
referrerpolicy="no-referrer-when-downgrade"></iframe> 

Things to do in San Diego at Night: Culinary & 
Nightlife Scene 

San Diego's food and drink culture is legendary — here’s what to taste and 
where to party: 

1.​ Best Tacos in San Diego: Try Tacos El Gordo, Las Cuatro Milpas, or Lucha 
Libre Taco Shop. San Diego’s taco scene blends authentic Baja flavors with 
local flair.​
 

2.​ Little Italy's Food Scene: Savor handmade pasta, Neapolitan pizza, and 
freshly brewed espresso at the city’s best Italian eateries.​
 

3.​ Gaslamp Quarter Nightlife: This vibrant downtown district comes alive 
after dark, featuring speakeasies, rooftop lounges, and nightclubs. 

This section brings together San Diego food tours, nightlife enthusiasts, and 
beer lovers in one place. 

Best Beaches in San Diego 

No trip is complete without visiting at least one of these top San Diego beaches: 

1. South Mission Beach, San Diego 

Info Details 



 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (2,504 reviews) 

🏝️ Type Sandy Beach 

📍 Location San Diego, CA 92109 

🌐 Website sandiego.gov 

☎️ Phone (619) 221-8800 

🕒 Hours Open daily (check local advisories) 

🎯 
Highlights 

Wide beach, volleyball courts, bike paths, nearby 
shops & cafes 

🚴 Activities Biking, beach walks, sunbathing, surfing, 
people-watching 

2. La Jolla Cove 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (4,378 reviews) 

🏖️ Type Beach / Cove 

📍 Location San Diego, CA 92037 

🎯 
Highlights 

Ideal for snorkeling & diving, calm waters, sea lions, 
scenic views 

🧺 Facilities Lifeguard stations, picnic tables, public showers 

📸 Best For Wildlife spotting, photography, family outings 

🚶 Nearby La Jolla Village shops, restaurants, coastal walking trails 

3. Coronado Beach 
Wide sands, gentle waves, and views of the historic Hotel del Coronado. 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.8 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (1,370 reviews) 

https://www.sandiego.gov


 

🏝️ Type Family-Friendly Beach 

📍 Address 100 Ocean Blvd, Coronado, CA 92118 

🌐 Website coronado.ca.us 

☎️ Phone (619) 522-7342 

🌊 
Highlights 

Wide sandy shore, gentle waves, 
sunsets 

🧺 Facilities Restrooms, showers, lifeguards 
(seasonal) 

🏨 Nearby Hotel del Coronado, restaurants, beach 
shops 

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 Best For Families, couples, beach walks, picnics 

4. Ocean Beach City Beach 
Bohemian, pet-friendly, and home to the longest concrete pier on the West Coast 

Info Details 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (53 reviews) 

🏖️ Type Urban Beach 

📍 Location San Diego, CA 92107 

🌊 Highlights Surfing, swimming, sunsets, 
people-watching 

🧺 Nearby Ocean Beach Pier, restaurants, local 
shops 

🐾 
Dog-Friendly 

Yes – near Dog Beach area 

🎯 Best For Beach days, bonfires, relaxed local vibe 

5. Tourmaline Beach 

Info Details 

https://www.coronado.ca.us


 

⭐ Rating 4.7 ⭐⭐⭐⭐ (476 reviews) 

🏖️ Type Surf-Friendly Beach 

📍 Address 601 Tourmaline St, San Diego, CA 92109 

🌊 Highlights Known for beginner-to-intermediate surfing 
waves 

🧺 Facilities Restrooms, showers, parking nearby 

🐾 
Dog-Friendly 

No – dogs not allowed on beach 

🧘 Best For Surfing, relaxing, coastal walks 

Hidden Gems and Non-Touristy Spots 

Skip the tourist traps with these local hidden gems in San Diego: 

1.​ Spruce Street Suspension Bridge: A secret pedestrian bridge in Bankers 
Hill offering sweeping canyon views and a touch of whimsy.​
 

2.​ Harper’s Topiary Garden: A quirky private yard in Mission Hills filled with 
over 50 green sculptures, including dinosaurs, surfers, and more.​
 

3.​ Queen Califia’s Magical Circle: Located in Escondido, this colorful mosaic 
sculpture garden is a hidden art masterpiece surrounded by nature.​
 

4.​ Chicano Park: This cultural landmark under the Coronado Bridge is filled 
with vibrant murals reflecting Mexican-American heritage.​
 

5.​ The Meditation Gardens (Encinitas): A peaceful, cliffside garden open to 
the public, perfect for quiet reflection and ocean views. 

These non-touristy things to do in San Diego offer a local’s perspective and 
unique experiences. 

Things to Do in Downtown, La Jolla, and Beyond 

Each neighborhood offers something unique: 



 

Downtown San Diego 

1.​ Gaslamp Quarter: Known for its nightlife, rooftop bars, and Victorian-era 
architecture.​
 

2.​ Petco Park: Catch a Padres game in one of the most scenic stadiums in the 
country.​
 

3.​ Little Italy: A charming area filled with art galleries, patio cafes, and some 
of the city’s best Italian cuisine. 

La Jolla 

1.​ La Jolla Cove: Home to sea lions, tide pools, and clear waters perfect for 
snorkeling.​
 

2.​ La Jolla Shores: Great for kayaking and paddleboarding.​
 

3.​ Upscale Boutiques and Art Galleries: Ideal for shopping and strolling. 

Old Town 

1.​ Historic adobe structures, colorful shops, and traditional mariachi 
performances. 

Explore La Jolla, downtown, and Old Town for a rich blend of history, food, and 
fun. 

Seasonal and Event-Based Activities 

No matter when you visit, there are exciting San Diego events: 

Spring/Summer 

●​ San Diego County Fair​
 

●​ Summer concerts at the beach​
 

●​ Nighttime zoo events 



 

Fall 

●​ San Diego Film Festival​
 

●​ Halloween at the Haunted Hotel 

Winter 

●​ December Nights at Balboa Park​
 

●​ Holiday Bowl Parade​
 

●​ Whale watching season begins 

Search for “things to do in San Diego this weekend” and you’ll always find 
something exciting. 

Day Trips and Weekend Getaways from San Diego 

●​ Julian: A mountain town famous for apple pies and fall foliage.​
 

●​ Temecula: Wine tasting and hot air balloon rides are just an hour away.​
 

●​ Tijuana: Cross the border for a vibrant mix of culture, food, and shopping.​
 

●​ Laguna Beach: Artsy, scenic, and perfect for a coastal escape. 

San Diego 3-Day Itinerary with Cost Guide 

A Perfect Plan for Solo Travelers, Couples & Families 

San Diego is full of sunshine, beaches, history, and fun activities for all ages. 
Whether you're traveling alone, with your partner, or as a family, this 3-day plan 
will help you enjoy the best of San Diego without stress. At the end, you'll also find 
a cost guide for solo, couple, and family trips. 

Day 1: Explore the Heart of San Diego 

Start your trip with history, nature, and animals. 



 

Morning: 

●​ Begin at Balboa Park, one of the biggest urban parks in the U.S.​
 

●​ Enjoy beautiful gardens, Spanish-style buildings, and walking paths.​
 

●​ Visit one or two museums like the San Diego Natural History Museum or 
Air & Space Museum (many offer free entry on select Tuesdays). 

Midday: 

●​ Walk or drive to the San Diego Zoo, located inside Balboa Park.​
 

●​ It’s home to over 3,500 animals and is perfect for kids and adults.​
 

●​ Plan to spend at least 3 hours here. 

Afternoon: 

●​ Have lunch at one of the nearby cafes in Hillcrest or inside the park.​
 

●​ After lunch, rest at Japanese Friendship Garden or walk around Palm 
Canyon Trail for fresh air. 

Evening: 

●​ Head to Old Town San Diego, the birthplace of California.​
 

●​ Explore historic buildings, shops, and enjoy Mexican food with live mariachi 
music. 

🟢 Great for history lovers, families, and first-time visitors. 

Day 2: Beaches, Views & Water Fun 

Enjoy San Diego’s famous coastline and sea life. 

Morning: 

●​ Start the day at La Jolla Cove.​
 

●​ Watch sea lions, take photos, and enjoy the fresh ocean breeze.​
 



 

●​ You can snorkel or rent a kayak to explore the La Jolla sea caves. 

Midday: 

●​ Walk or drive to La Jolla Shores Beach, great for swimming, relaxing, or 
sandcastles with kids.​
 

●​ Have a beachside lunch at a local café or pack a picnic. 

Afternoon: 

●​ Visit the Birch Aquarium at Scripps (nearby) to learn about ocean life.​
 

●​ It’s small but educational and has great ocean views. 

Evening: 

●​ Drive to Sunset Cliffs Natural Park for an unforgettable sunset.​
 

●​ Bring snacks or takeout and enjoy a peaceful evening by the water.​
 

🟢 Great for couples, solo travelers, and families who love nature and the ocean. 

Day 3: Harbor Views, Boats & City Vibes 

Discover the waterfront and enjoy local flavors. 

Morning: 

●​ Start with a visit to the USS Midway Museum, a real Navy aircraft carrier.​
 

●​ See fighter jets, sit in cockpits, and walk the flight deck.​
 

●​ Kids and adults both love it! 

Midday: 

●​ Walk to nearby Seaport Village for shopping, lunch, and snacks.​
 

●​ Enjoy ocean views, street performers, and maybe a carousel ride (fun for 
kids!). 



 

Afternoon: 

●​ Explore Little Italy — known for tasty food and weekend farmers’ markets.​
 

●​ Or join a San Diego food tour to try the city’s best tacos, pasta, and gelato. 

Evening: 

●​ Finish your trip in the Gaslamp Quarter, full of lights, music, and dining.​
 

●​ Families can grab an early meal, while couples and solo travelers may enjoy a 
rooftop drink or live music venue. 

🟢 Perfect ending with food, culture, and city charm. 

Cost Guide (Per 3-Day Trip) 

Here’s a simple breakdown of how much you might spend depending on your travel 
style: 

Traveler Type Approx. Total Cost 
(3 Days) 

What’s Included 

🧍‍♂️ Solo 
Traveler 

$180 – $220 Budget hotel, public transport, entry 
fees, casual meals 

💑 Couple $380 – $460 Mid-range hotel, tickets for 2, local 
food, beach rentals 

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 Family (4 
people) 

$600 – $720 Family-friendly hotel, zoo & museum 
tickets, meals, rides 

Practical Travel Tips for Visiting San Diego 

●​ Best Time to Visit: Spring and fall for mild weather and fewer crowds.​
 

●​ Transportation: Downtown is walkable, but renting a car is best for beach 
hopping.​
 

●​ CityPASS & Go San Diego Card: Save on bundled attraction passes.​
 

●​ Safety: Generally safe, especially in tourist areas — but stay alert.​
 



 

●​ Dress Code: Casual is king. Bring layers for cool nights. 

FAQs 

Q: What are the must-see places in San Diego for first-time visitors?​
 A: San Diego Zoo, Balboa Park, La Jolla Cove, Old Town, and the USS Midway. 

Q: What is San Diego most known for?​
 A: Sunny beaches, its world-famous zoo, vibrant taco scene, and laid-back 
lifestyle. 

Q: Are there free things to do in San Diego?​
 A: Yes! Beaches, parks, museums, and hiking trails offer tons of free fun. 

Q: Where can I find the best tacos in San Diego?​
 A: Tacos El Gordo, Las Cuatro Milpas, and Lucha Libre Taco Shop are top picks. 

Q: Is San Diego good for families with kids?​
 A: Absolutely! With LEGOLAND, the zoo, aquariums, and beaches — it’s perfect for 
families. 

Conclusion: Your Unforgettable San Diego 
Adventure Awaits 
From the awe-inspiring animals at the world-famous zoo to the serene beauty of 
its sunset cliffs, San Diego offers a breathtaking diversity of experiences. It’s a city 
that invites you to learn, play, relax, and indulge all at once. 
Use this guide as your starting point, but don't be afraid to wander. Find your own 
favorite taco shop, discover a hidden beach cove, and let the perfect San Diego 
weather guide your adventure. 
Found this guide helpful? Bookmark it for your trip or share it with a friend to start 
planning! 
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