50+ Unique Things to Do in Key
West: Free, Fun, Must-See Activities
Guide

Introduction: Why Visit Key West?

Key West isn’t just another sunny spot on the map, it's a vibrant island at the
southernmost tip of the U.S. that blends history, culture, and coastal charm in a
way few places can.

From the moment you arrive, the energy is unmistakable. Chickens roam the
streets, pastel homes line the sidewalks, and the scent of salt air, rum, and Cuban
coffee fills the breeze. You can relax at a beach, dive into a coral reef, walk in
Hemingway’s footsteps, or sip cocktails while watching a fire-dancing street
performer, often all in one day.

With its walkable layout, year-round sunshine, and warm local spirit, Key
West welcomes solo travelers, couples, families, and groups alike. This guide
explores all the Fun things to do in Key West, whether you're planning a quick
visit or a week-long island escape.

15 Unique Things to Do in Key West, Florida

Looking for fun and unforgettable activities in Key West? Whether you're into ocean
adventures, wildlife tours, or cultural experiences, here are some of the top-rated
tours and trips that travelers love.

i) Top Tours & Day Trips from Miami to Key West
1. Key West Day Trip with Snorkeling & Open Bar

e Duration: 16 hours 30 minutes
e Rating: %% %%k % (8/10 - 16 reviews)

e Price: ~$79~ $57 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)


https://www.expedia.com/Things-To-Do-In-Key-West.d1187.Travel-Guide-Activities
https://www.earthtrekkers.com/best-things-to-do-in-key-west-florida/
https://www.earthtrekkers.com/best-things-to-do-in-key-west-florida/

Highlights: A full-day escape with snorkeling in clear waters, plus unlimited
drinks on board.

2. Key West Express Day Trip from Miami

Duration: 12 hours 15 minutes
Rating: * % % % (8.6/10 - 389 reviews)
Price: $76 per adult

Highlights: Fast, scenic, and flexible — enjoy Key West on your own terms
with easy roundtrip transport.

3. Full-Day Key West Tour from Miami

Duration: 16 hours 30 minutes
Rating: * % % % (6/10 - 6 reviews)
Price: ~$79~ $57 per adult

Highlights: A long and laid-back journey to Key West with time to explore
the town or join water activities.

4. Key West Day Trip with Glass Bottom Boat

Duration: 12 hours
Rating: * %% %% (5/10 - 27 reviews)
Price: $129 per adult

Highlights: Discover the coral reefs without getting wet — perfect for those
who love marine life.

5. Sandbar & Mangrove Kayak Adventure (Half-Day)

Duration: 5 hours
Rating: * % % %% (9.6/10 - 13 reviews)

Price: $140 per adult



e Highlights: Paddle through peaceful mangroves and relax on a private
sandbar — nature at its best.

6. Coral Reef Snorkel with Refreshing Drinks

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %% %%k (8.4/10 - 129 reviews)
e Price: $55 per adult

e Highlights: Dive into beautiful reefs and enjoy mimosas, margaritas, or rum
punch.

ii) Wildlife & Nature Adventures

1. Morning Snorkel with Mimosas & Breakfast
e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %k k%% (9.2/10 - 132 reviews)
e Price: $50 per adult

e Highlights: Start your day with a reef snorkel, bottomless mimosas, and a
tasty breakfast.

2. Sandbar Adventure & Kayaking Tour

e Duration: 5 hours
e Rating: %% %% (9.6/10 - 13 reviews)
e Price: $140 per adult

e Highlights: Paddle through mangroves and unwind at a secluded sandbar.
3. Key West Half-Day Fishing Charter

e Duration: 5 hours

e Rating: %k %k % (8.8/10 - 16 reviews)



e Price: $102 per adult

e Highlights: Try your luck at deep sea fishing with expert guides.
4. Afternoon Reef Snorkel with Open Bar

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %% k%% (9/10 - 76 reviews)
e Price: $53 per adult

e Highlights: Explore coral reefs and enjoy unlimited drinks on your return.
5. Dolphin Watching & Snorkel Eco Tour

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %k % k% (8.6/10 - 43 reviews)
e Price: $86 per adult

e Highlights: Spot wild dolphins and snorkel in calm, clear waters.
6. Dolphin Combo Tour

e Duration: 3 hours

e Rating: %k % k% (8.8/10 - 27 reviews)

e Price: $65 per adult

e Highlights: Enjoy both dolphin watching and snorkeling — drinks included.
iii) History & Culture Tours

1. Glass Bottom Boat Cultural Day Tour

e Duration: 12 hours

e Rating: * &% % (5/10 - 27 reviews)



e Price: $129 per adult

e Highlights: Explore Key West’s culture and marine life without diving in.
2. Key West Conch Tour Train

e Duration: 1 hour
e Rating: %% % %> (8.8/10 - 133 reviews)
e Price: $45 per adult

e Highlights: A fun and educational ride through the history of the island.
3. Adults-Only Ghost & History Walking Tour

e Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
e Rating: % x % %% (8/10 - 3 reviews)
e Price: $35 per adult

e Highlights: Discover Key West’s haunted past with a local guide. Adults only.
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Top 10 Must-See Attractions in Key West

These iconic spots define the Key West experience and should be on everyone’s
itinerary, Below is the top 10 things to do in key west:

1. Southernmost Point Buoy



No visit is complete without a photo here. This concrete marker sits just 90 miles
from Cuba and is the most photographed spot in Key West. Expect lines during peak
hours — go early or late for fewer crowds.

2. Mallory Square Sunset Celebration

Every evening before sunset, locals and tourists gather for a festive celebration
featuring jugglers, fire-eaters, musicians, and street food vendors. It's the best
place to watch the sun dip into the Gulf.

3. Ernest Hemingway Home & Museum

Tour the home of the legendary author. The lush property is filled with furniture
from the 1930s and inhabited by over 60 six-toed cats, descendants of
Hemingway’s pets. (Visit site)

4. Duval Street

The main artery of Key West, Duval Street is packed with quirky bars, art
galleries, historic buildings, and lively shops. It's great for people-watching, bar
hopping, and soaking in the town’s culture.

5. Dry Tortugas National Park

Accessible by ferry or seaplane, this remote park features turquoise waters, Fort
Jefferson, and incredible snorkeling. It's one of the most scenic day trips in
Florida. (National Park Site)

6. Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park

This Civil War-era fort is surrounded by one of Key West’s best beaches. Enjoy a
mix of history and swimming, all in one spot. Snorkel gear rentals are available.
(More info)

7. Key West Butterfly and Nature Conservatory

Step into a lush, climate-controlled space filled with hundreds of butterflies and
exotic birds. It's a magical, serene experience for kids and couples alike.
(keywestbutterfly.com)

8. Key West Lighthouse & Keeper's Quarters



Climb 88 steps to the top of the lighthouse for a sweeping view of the island. The
museum inside tells the story of the original lighthouse keepers and maritime
navigation.

9. Sloppy Joe’s Bar

A lively watering hole famously frequented by Hemingway, it's still one of the most
vibrant places in town. Enjoy live music, food, and history in one go.

10. Old Town Trolley Tour

This hop-on-hop-off trolley covers 13 stops and offers narrated insights about Key
West's past. A perfect intro for first-time visitors.

6 Outdoor & Water Activities in Key West For
Adults

Looking to have fun in the water or things to do in key west for adults during your
visit to Key West? From snorkeling and sailing to jet skiing and parasailing — there’s
something exciting for everyone. Here's a look at the best options to enjoy the
beautiful blue waters of Key West.

1. Morning Snorkel with Bottomless Mimosas & Breakfast

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %% % %% (9.2/10 - 132 reviews)
e Price: $50 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)

e Why go: A perfect start to your day — enjoy snorkeling followed by
unlimited mimosas and a fresh breakfast.

2. Sunset Sail with Live Music, Drinks & Appetizers

e Duration: 2 hours
e Rating: %% % %% (9.2/10 - 272 reviews)

e Price: $80 per adult



e Why go: Set sail as the sun dips below the horizon. Live music, delicious
bites, and drinks included.

3. Guided Bicycle Tour of Old Town Key West

e Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes
e Rating: %% %%k % (9.8/10 - 304 reviews)
e Price: $39 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)

e Why You’'ll Love It:

Explore the historic streets of Old Town at a relaxed pace with a
knowledgeable guide. See iconic landmarks, learn fascinating local stories,
and enjoy the laid-back vibe of Key West — all while pedaling through scenic
routes.

4. Tiki Pedicab Tour with Kokomo Cabs

e Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes

e Rating: %% % %% (10/10 - 29 reviews)

e Price: $180 per traveler (includes all taxes & fees)

e Tip: Book for 2 or more travelers to unlock a lower rate.

e Why You'll Love It:
Ride through the heart of Key West in a fun and private tiki-style pedicab.
This is a relaxing and stylish way to see the city while sipping drinks and

enjoying curated commentary from your driver. Great for couples or small
groups looking for a personalized tour.

5. Afternoon Reef Snorkel & Catamaran Sail with Open Bar

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %% % %% (9.0/10 - 11 reviews)

e Price: $68 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)



e Why You’'ll Love It:
Sail out to the reef on a spacious catamaran, snorkel in crystal-clear water,
and enjoy unlimited drinks from the open bar. It's the perfect way to spend a
tropical afternoon — fun, scenic, and relaxing.

6. Dolphin Watching & Snorkeling Tour

e Duration: 3 hours
e Rating: %%k %% (10/10 - 4 reviews)
e Price: $135 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)

e Why You’'ll Love It:

Get up close with wild dolphins in their natural habitat and enjoy a guided
snorkeling session. With small group sizes and top-rated guides, this
experience offers both excitement and peace of mind. A must-do for wildlife
and ocean lovers.

Important: Monroe County bans the sale of non-reef-safe sunscreen.
Only use formulas with zinc oxide or titanium dioxide.

5 Romantic Things to Do in Key West for Couples

Looking for love in paradise? These spots are perfect for couples:

If you're looking to make your trip extra special — whether it's a romantic evening
or capturing unforgettable memories — these premium experiences are perfect
for couples, honeymooners, or anyone who wants something truly unique.

1. Private Photo Shoot at Your Resort or the Beach
e Duration: 45 minutes
e Rating: %% % %% (10/10 - 6 reviews)
e Price: $350 per traveler (includes all taxes & fees)
e Why You'll Love It:
Capture your time in paradise with a professional photo session at your

resort or a nearby beach. Perfect for couples, families, or solo travelers who
want beautifully edited photos to remember their Key West getaway.



2. Private Romantic Sunset Sail for Couples

Duration: 2 hours
Price: $999 per couple (includes all taxes & fees)
Tip: Lower rates available when booking for more than 2 adults.

Why You'll Love It:

Experience an unforgettable evening on a private sailboat, just for two.
Watch the sun set over the ocean with the one you love, complete with
personalized service, a peaceful atmosphere, and the best views Key West
has to offer.

Private Sunset Cruise on a Floating Tiki Bar

Duration: 2 hours

Rating: x % % %% (9.4/10 - 22 reviews)

Price: $457 per traveler (includes taxes & fees)

Tip: Lower rates when booking for more than 2 aduilts

Why You'll Love It:

Enjoy a picture-perfect sunset on a one-of-a-kind floating tiki bar. This

private cruise is all about good vibes — bring your favorite drinks, relax with
your group, and soak in the stunning ocean views.

Private Sandbar Adventure in the Key West Backcountry

Duration: 3 hours

Rating: %% %% (10/10 - 10 reviews)

Price: $525 per traveler (includes taxes & fees)

Tip: Book with more than 2 guests to get a lower rate

Why You'll Love It:
This is your chance to escape the crowds and explore hidden sandbars in the



peaceful backcountry of Key West. Swim, relax, snorkel, or just enjoy the
calm waters — all on your own private boat with a local guide.

5. Casual Dining Experience at Hard Rock Cafe Key West
e Duration: 2 hours
e Rating: % k%% (4.0/10 - 3 reviews)
e Price: $39 per person (includes all taxes & fees)

e Free cancellation available

Why You Might Like It:

Enjoy a relaxed meal at one of Key West’s most iconic restaurants — the Hard Rock
Cafe. Located in a historic building, this spot combines American-style dining with
rock ‘n’ roll vibes. Your reservation includes a pre-set menu with classic favorites
and the chance to soak in the fun, music-filled atmosphere.

Good to Know:

e Ideal for casual lunches or dinners
e Indoor and outdoor seating available
e Great for music lovers and fans of Hard Rock collectibles

e A nice stop during a stroll through Old Town Key West

7 Family-Friendly Activities in Key West
Traveling with kids? Key West is surprisingly family-friendly:
1. Old Town Trolley Hop-On Hop-Off Tour

e Duration: Full day (1+ days available)

e Rating: %k k%% (8.6/10 - 124 reviews)

e Price: $56 per adult (includes all taxes & fees)



Why You'll Love It:

The easiest way to explore Key West! This all-day hop-on hop-off trolley lets
you see major sights at your own pace. Learn about the island’s rich history
with live narration while you ride.

2. Key West Sunset Cruise & Glass Bottom Eco Tour

Duration: 2 hours

Rating: % % %% (7.4/10 - 28 reviews)

Price: ~$76~ Now $64 per adult

Why You'll Love It:

A perfect mix of sightseeing and relaxation. Enjoy the sunset while looking

through the glass bottom of the boat at marine life below. Great for families
and anyone who prefers to stay dry.

3. Conch Tour Train

Duration: 1 hour

Rating: * % % % (8.8/10 - 133 reviews)

Price: $45 per aduit

Why You'll Love It:

A fun and classic way to see the island! This narrated train ride takes you

through Key West’s colorful streets while sharing stories of pirates,
presidents, and local legends.

4. Haunted Ghosts & Gravestones Tour

Duration: 1 hour
Rating: * % % %% (8.6/10 - 70 reviews)
Price: $40 per aduit

Why You'll Love It:
Discover the spooky side of Key West with this ghost tour. Ride past haunted



sites, hear eerie tales, and explore the island's darker history. Fun and a little
creepy — great for evening entertainment.

5. Island Eco Tour: Sandbar & Kayaking Adventure

Duration: 3 hours 30 minutes

Rating: * %% %% (9.8/10 - 26 reviews)

Price: $120 per adult

Why You'll Love It:

A nature lover's dream. Paddle through mangrove tunnels, relax on a quiet

sandbar, and learn about the local ecosystem. This small-group tour is
peaceful, scenic, and informative.

6. The Key West Butterfly and Nature Conservatory

Location: 1316 Duval St, Key West, FL 33040
Rating: * % k%% (4.8/5 - 8,232 reviews)
Hours: Open daily from 9 AM-5PM
Admission: Approx. $18.81 per person
Website: keywestbutterfly.com

Phone: (305) 296-2988

Why You'll Love It:

Step into a glass-enclosed tropical paradise filled with hundreds of free-flying
butterflies, exotic birds, and blooming plants. This is one of Key West’'s most
popular indoor attractions — great for photography, quiet moments, and
educational fun for kids and adults alike.

7. Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden

Location: 5210 College Rd, Key West, FL 33040

Rating: * % % k% (4.2/5 - 295 reviews)



Hours: Opens daily at 10 AM-4 PM

Admission: Typically free or donation-based — check their official site for
events or guided tours

Phone: (305) 296-1504

Why You'll Love It:

This hidden gem is the only frost-free tropical botanical garden in the continental
U.S. It features native plants, a freshwater pond, birds, butterflies, and nature
trails. Pet-friendly and peaceful, it’s ideal for anyone wanting a quiet walk
surrounded by Key West’s natural beauty.

&S Pro tip: Check for combo passes that include multiple attractions.

Free Things to Do in Key West

Key West may be a resort town, but it offers plenty of best free things to do in
key west or Cheap affordable activities:

1.

£l Sunset at Mallory Square - A must-do that won't cost a dime.
Southernmost Point Photo Op - Just be ready to wait!

.~ Key West Cemetery - Oddly fascinating with quirky epitaphs.

k

|& Gallery Nights - Free art walk in Old Town (check local listings).

“*. Key West Wildlife Center - A rescue facility open to visitors.

Historic Churches - Like St. Paul’s Episcopal, with stunning architecture.
1 DIY Walking Tour - Use a free map from the visitor center.

2> Higgs Beach or South Beach - Public and free to access.

Things to Do in Key West at Night

Key West's nightlife is legendary. After the sun sets, the island becomes a
playground:



1. ¥ Duval Street Bar Crawl - Start at The Porch, end at Irish Kevin'’s.

2. ¥ Ghost Tours - Haunted Key West tours are surprisingly fun and

educational.
3. 4 Live Music Venues - Like Green Parrot Bar and Smokin’ Tuna Saloon.
4. _-, Sunset Dinner Cruise - Romantic and scenic, often with live music.
5. % LGBTQ+ Friendly Spots - Aqua Nightclub’s drag shows are iconic.

» Tip: Many bars have open-air patios — ideal for warm island evenings.

Historical & Cultural Experiences

Dive into Key West’s colorful past with these attractions:

1. {2 Truman Little White House - U.S. presidents vacationed here.

2. | Key West Cemetery - Learn about the island’s diverse heritage.
3. |& The Studios of Key West - Home to local art and events.
4. [4) St. Mary Star of the Sea Basilica - A beautiful Catholic church.
5. Cuban Heritage Spots - Visit cigar shops and Latin cafés.

Hidden Gems: Explore Off-the-Beaten-Path Key
West

Beyond the headlines lies the real Key West — charming, quirky, and full of
surprises, here are some hidden & cool things to do in key west:

1. # Key West Garden Club at West Martello - A peaceful oceanfront
garden.

2. ?_ wildlife Rescue Center - Visit rescued birds and reptiles.

3. | General Horseplay - A backyard-style bar with creative cocktails.



4. ' The Speakeasy Inn & Rum Bar - Easy to miss, hard to leave.
5. €: Red Barn Theater - Cozy venue showcasing local plays.

6. @ Chickens in the Street - They're protected, iconic, and everywhere!

Getting Around Key West

No need to rent a car here! Key West is compact and easy to navigate:

e ;, Bikes: The best way to explore. Hotels often offer them free.
e 5 Scooters & Golf Carts: Ideal for longer distances.

e = Conch Tour Train: Great for families and sightseeing.

o 5 Key West Transit: Limited but cheap.

e = Uber/Lyft/Taxis: Available in high-traffic areas.

[Z] Parking: Scarce in Old Town. Park once and walk/bike.

Planning Your Key West Trip: Essential Tips

How do I get to Key West?

Most people drive down the stunning Overseas Highway (U.S. Route 1). You can
also fly into Key West International Airport (EYW) or arrive by cruise ship.

Do I need a car in Key West?

No. The island is very small and incredibly walkable. Renting a bicycle or using a
rideshare app are the best ways to get around. Parking is limited and expensive,
SO a car is more trouble than it's worth.

What is the best time to visit Key West?

The best weather is from November to April. However, this is also the busiest and
most expensive time. For a good balance, consider the shoulder seasons of May
or October.

What are some free things to do in Key West?

Watching the sunset at Mallory Square

Exploring the historic seaport area

Walking through the Bahama Village neighborhood

Visiting the Key West Historic Memorial Sculpture Garden



Best Time to Visit Key West by Season

Season Weather Events Crowds
Winter Dry, Holiday fests, peak High
(Dec-Feb) 70s-80s season
Spring Warm, Pride, Conch Republic Moderate
(Mar-May) breezy Days
Summer Hot, humid | Lobsterfest Low
(Jun-Aug)

Fall (Sep—-Nov) Rainy risk Fantasy Fest, Film Fest Low-Moderat

e

(7 Plan your trip around an event for extra fun!

One-Day Key West Itinerary

Short on time? Here's a sample full-day plan:

Morning:

e Sunrise at Smathers Beach

e Breakfast at Blue Heaven

e Tour Hemingway House

Afternoon:

e Visit Butterfly Conservatory
e Walk Duval Street + Lunch

e Chill at Fort Zachary Beach

Evening:




e Sunset at Mallory Square
e Dinner at Latitudes

e Drinks at General Horseplay

& Staying longer? Explore our 3-day itinerary for Key West.

FAQs: Things to Do in Key West

Q: What's the best month to visit Key West?
A: March to May for great weather and fewer crowds.

Q: Is Key West expensive?
A: It can be, but there are many free attractions and budget options.

Q: Are the beaches nice?
A: Yes! Fort Zachary and Higgs Beach are top-rated.

Q: Can I get around without a car?
A: Definitely. Bike, walk, or use the Conch Train or Uber.

Q: Is Key West family-friendly?
A: Absolutely — aquariums, beaches, train rides, and more.

Final Thoughts: Key West Awaits

Whether you're here for a weekend getaway or an extended island adventure,
Key West will leave you sun-kissed and story-filled. From epic sunsets to
hidden bars, historic tours to colorful wildlife, this tropical city offers more
than meets the eye.

Now that you know what to do in Key West, you're ready to plan the trip of a
lifetime.
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