
Best Places to Stay in San Diego: 
Top Areas, Hotels Prices & Local 
Tips 
San Diego is one of the most versatile and scenic travel destinations in California. 
With its beautiful beaches, historic neighborhoods, vibrant nightlife, and 
family-friendly attractions, choosing where to stay can make a big difference in 
your overall experience.  

Whether you’re traveling solo, planning a romantic getaway, or organizing a family 
trip, this guide to the best places to stay in San Diego will help you choose the 
perfect location and accommodation based on your unique travel goals. 

In this guide, we’ll explore San Diego’s top neighborhoods, budget to luxury hotel 
options, vacation rentals, and insider tips on getting around. 

Where to Stay in San Diego: An Overview 

San Diego is a patchwork of unique neighborhoods, each offering a distinct vibe, 
attractions, and travel experience. The best place to stay in San Diego depends 
on your interests—whether that’s surfing, history, nightlife, or relaxation. 

Popular areas include: 

●​ For First-Timers & Nightlife: Downtown / Gaslamp Quarter. You'll be in 
the heart of the action, close to top attractions, and surrounded by dining 
and entertainment. 

●​ For Luxury & Romance: La Jolla. Offers stunning coastal views, upscale 
shopping, and some of the city's most luxurious beachfront hotels. 

●​ For Families & Classic Beach Vibes: Coronado. Features a world-famous 
beach, a charming village feel, and the iconic Hotel del Coronado. 

●​ For Budget Travelers & Surf Culture: Pacific Beach (PB) / Mission 
Beach. The epicenter of boardwalk life, with a young, social scene and more 
affordable lodging. 

●​ For Foodies & a Trendy Vibe: Little Italy. A walkable, central 
neighborhood known for incredible restaurants, modern hotels, and a 
fantastic weekly market. 

https://www.expedia.com/Destinations-In-San-Diego-County.d178304.Hotel-Destinations
https://www.sandiego.org/places-to-stay


Best Areas to Stay in San Diego: A Neighborhood 
Guide 
Your choice of neighborhood will define your experience. Here’s a detailed 
breakdown. 

1. Downtown & Gaslamp Quarter: The Heart of the Action 
●​ Vibe: Urban, energetic, and historic. Think high-rises, rooftop bars, and 

Victorian-era architecture housing modern nightlife. 
●​ Pros: 

○​ Ultimate walkability to restaurants, bars, and attractions like the USS 
Midway Museum and Seaport Village. 

○​ Excellent access to public transit (trolley) for getting to other areas. 
○​ Wide variety of hotels, from luxury to business-friendly. 

●​ Cons: 
○​ Can be noisy, especially on weekend nights. 
○​ Not a "beach" destination; you'll need to drive or take a ride-share to 

the coast. 
●​ Best For: First-time visitors, couples, business travelers, and those who 

want a central, urban base. 
●​ Top Hotel Picks: 

○​ Pendry San Diego (Luxury): A sleek, modern luxury option in the 
heart of the Gaslamp with a stunning pool deck. 

○​ The Sofia Hotel (Boutique): A beautifully restored 1926 hotel 
offering a peaceful, artsy retreat amidst the downtown buzz. 

○​ Hilton San Diego Bayfront (Family-Friendly): Directly on the 
waterfront with epic bay views, multiple pools, and easy access to the 
convention center. 

2. La Jolla: Luxury & Coastal Beauty 
●​ Vibe: Upscale, picturesque, and serene. Often called the "Jewel of San 

Diego." 
●​ Pros: 

○​ Breathtaking coastal views and easy access to La Jolla Cove for 
snorkeling and kayaking. 

○​ Home to high-end shopping, fine dining, and art galleries. 
○​ Some of the best luxury hotels and resorts in the city. 

●​ Cons: 
○​ The most expensive area to stay in San Diego. 
○​ Quieter nightlife; the action ends earlier than in Gaslamp. 

https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/pendry-san-diego.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/the-sofia.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/hilton-san-diego-bayfront.en.html?aid=304142


●​ Best For: Couples, romantic getaways, luxury travelers, and those seeking a 
peaceful, scenic retreat. 

●​ Top Hotel Picks: 
○​ La Valencia Hotel (Iconic Luxury): The famed "Pink Lady," oozing 

old-Hollywood glamour with stunning cliffside views and a legendary 
patio bar. 

○​ Pantai Inn (Boutique): A tranquil, Balinese-inspired retreat just 
steps from the cove, offering included breakfast and afternoon wine. 

○​ Empress Hotel of La Jolla (Mid-Range): A reliable, well-located 
choice with a charming courtyard pool, just a short walk to the village 
and ocean. 

3. Coronado: Iconic Charm & Family Fun 
●​ Vibe: Classic, family-friendly, and idyllic. Feels like a separate, pristine island 

getaway. 
●​ Pros: 

○​ Home to one of the best beaches in the U.S.—Coronado Beach—with 
gentle waves and sparkling sand. 

○​ Extremely safe, walkable, and bikeable with a charming main street 
(Orange Ave). 

○​ The historic Hotel del Coronado is a destination in itself. 
●​ Cons: 

○​ Isolated from other parts of the city; requires a drive or ferry to get 
anywhere else. 

○​ Generally expensive, though there are a few more affordable options. 
●​ Best For: Families, couples, and anyone seeking a classic, relaxing beach 

vacation. 
●​ Top Hotel Picks: 

○​ Hotel del Coronado (Historic Icon): A landmark resort offering a 
timeless beach vacation experience with pools, history tours, and 
famed sunsets. 

○​ Glorietta Bay Inn (Charming): Situated directly across from the 
Del, this more affordable option is set in a historic mansion with lush 
gardens and a pool. 

○​ Loews Coronado Bay Resort (Family-Friendly Resort): A 
secluded waterfront property with multiple pools, a marina, and kids' 
activities, perfect for families. 

https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/la-valencia.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/pantai-inn.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/empress-of-la-jolla.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/hotel-del-coronado-a-noble-house-resort.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/glorietta-bay-inn.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/loews-coronado-bay-resort.en.html?aid=304142


4. Pacific Beach (PB) & Mission Beach: Surf & Social Scene 
●​ Vibe: Lively, casual, and quintessentially Southern California. Centered 

around the oceanfront boardwalk. 
●​ Pros: 

○​ Direct access to long, sandy beaches and the ocean. 
○​ Affordable hotels and a huge selection of vacation rentals. 
○​ Endless casual dining options, beach bars, and a young, social 

atmosphere. 
○​ Belmont Park offers family-friendly amusement rides. 

●​ Cons: 
○​ Can be very crowded and noisy, especially in the summer and on 

weekends. 
○​ Parking is notoriously difficult. 

●​ Best For: Solo travelers, groups of friends, budget-conscious travelers, and 
surf enthusiasts. 

●​ Top Hotel Picks: 
○​ Tower23 (Modern Beachfront): A sophisticated "urban resort" right 

on the boardwalk, offering a more refined PB experience with a 
fantastic restaurant. 

○​ The Surfer Beach Hotel (Budget-Friendly): A no-frills, retro motel 
with an unbeatable location right on the sand, perfect for surfers and 
budget-minded travelers. 

○​ Dana on Mission Bay (For Families): Located on the calm waters of 
Mission Bay, this resort features two pools, water sports rentals, and a 
relaxed atmosphere great for families. 

5. Little Italy & North Park: Foodie & Trendy Vibes 
●​ Vibe: Little Italy is chic and walkable, while North Park is hip and artistic. 

Both are food and drink meccas. 
●​ Pros: 

○​ Unbeatable concentration of top-rated restaurants, craft breweries, 
and cocktail bars. 

○​ More affordable than beachfront areas while still being central. 
○​ Authentic local experience away from the main tourist crowds. 

●​ Cons: 
○​ Not a beach destination. 
○​ Fewer traditional "resort" options; more boutiques and smaller hotels. 

●​ Best For: Foodies, couples, and travelers who want a trendy, local 
neighborhood feel. 

●​ Top Hotel Picks: 

https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/tower23.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/the-surfer.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/dana-on-mission-bay.en.html?aid=304142


○​ The Guild Hotel (Luxury Boutique): Housed in a historic YMCA 
building, this downtown-adjacent hotel offers elegant rooms and a 
stunning courtyard pool, just a short walk from Little Italy. 

○​ Humphreys Half Moon Inn (Shelter Island): A tropical oasis on 
Shelter Island with lush gardens, a pool by the marina, and easy 
access to both Point Loma and downtown. 

○​ Airbnb/VRBO: For these neighborhoods, a vacation rental is often the 
best way to immerse yourself in the local vibe. Look for properties in 
North Park's trendy heart or a modern apartment in Little Italy. 

Best Hotels in San Diego for Every Budget 

1. Paradise Point Resort & Spa – Ideal for Family Fun 

📍 Location: San Diego​
 ⭐ Rating: 8.6/10 – Excellent (2,264 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $238 per night 
●​ $273 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ 5 outdoor pools with heated options 
●​ Family-friendly atmosphere 
●​ On-site restaurants serving Californian cuisine 
●​ Relaxing surroundings with lush property grounds 

“Great place for families.” 

2. Wyndham San Diego Bayside – Close to the Action 

📍 Location: Downtown San Diego​
 ⭐ Rating: 8.4/10 – Very Good (5,908 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $174 per night 
●​ $201 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ Stunning city and bay views 
●​ Spacious terrace and modern lobby 

https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/the-guild-san-diego.en.html?aid=304142
https://www.booking.com/hotel/us/humphreys-half-moon-inn-and-suites.en.html?aid=304142


●​ Easy access to San Diego’s downtown attractions 

“Great place to stay!!!!” 

3. The Dana on Mission Bay – Peaceful & Relaxing 

📍 Location: San Diego​
 ⭐ Rating: 8.8/10 – Excellent (3,725 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $196 per night 
●​ $226 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ Two heated outdoor pools 
●​ Cooked-to-order breakfast available 
●​ Comfortable rooms with workspace and safety features 
●​ Calm and beautiful environment perfect for relaxing 

“Really nice rooms and pool – overall a relaxing environment!” 

4. Handlery Hotel – Great Comfort, Great Spot 

📍 Location: Mission Valley​
 ⭐ Rating: 8.2/10 – Very Good (2,056 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $111 per night 
●​ $128 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ Outdoor pool with sun loungers 
●​ Premium bedding, blackout drapes, and in-room safe 
●​ Easy access to local shops and dining 
●​ Great value for the price 

“Comfortable and in a great location.” 

5. Wyndham Garden San Diego Near SeaWorld – Perfect for 
Families 



📍 Location: Point Loma​
 ⭐ Rating: 7.4/10 – Good (3,993 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $94 per night 
●​ $108 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ Super close to SeaWorld 
●​ Cozy lobby and pillowtop beds 
●​ Ideal for short family stays 
●​ Iron, ironing board, and workspace included 

“Very nice place to stay and very close to SeaWorld.” 

6. The DEXTRO Little Italy – Boutique Style Downtown Stay 

📍 Location: Downtown San Diego​
 ⭐ Rating: 8.6/10 – Excellent (427 reviews)​
 💵 Price: 

●​ $119 per night 
●​ $138 total (incl. taxes & fees) 

Why stay here: 

●​ Located in trendy Little Italy 
●​ Outdoor pool with loungers 
●​ Stylish bar and modern lobby 
●​ Comfortable rooms with premium bedding and pillowtop beds 

“Great place to stay.” 

Bonus Tip: 

Most of these hotels offer FREE cancellation, so you can book with confidence! 

Beachfront & Luxury Stays in San Diego 

1. Oceanfront Penthouse Condo – Mission Beach – Overview 



Enjoy the ultimate beachfront experience with this beautiful penthouse condo 
in Mission Beach. With panoramic ocean views, space for up to five guests, and a 
walkable location near the water. It’s one of the best places to stay in San Diego if 
you're looking for comfort, views, and beach vibes in one spot. 

Feature Details 

Property Type Entire Apartment (Penthouse Condo) 

Sleeps Up to 5 guests 

Bedrooms 2 bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 bathroom 

Beds 3 beds 

Rating ⭐ 4.2 (13 reviews) – Great beachside experience 

Highlights - Directly on the beach with stunning oceanfront views 
- Spacious penthouse with open layout 
- Ideal for families or small groups looking for a 
beachfront escape 

Amenities Full kitchen · Living area · Unmatched beach access 

Free 
Cancellation 

Not listed (check booking site for details) 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Offer Price 

Vrbo.co
m 

Save with One Key membership $562 nightly 
$626 total 

2. Orli La Jolla – Boutique Charm in the Heart of La Jolla 

Orli La Jolla delivers a boutique stay with a mix of comfort and creativity. Each 
room is thoughtfully designed with unique pieces and vintage charm. Nestled in the 
heart of La Jolla, it’s perfect for travelers looking for a quiet, design-forward 
experience just steps from the beach and local dining. It’s truly one of the best 
places to stay in San Diego for those who love style and serenity. 



Feature Details 

Hotel Name Orli La Jolla 

Rating ⭐ 4.9 (332 reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 7753 Draper Ave, La Jolla, CA 92037 

Phone (858) 727-2776 

Style Boutique hotel with curated, artsy decor 

Highlights - Individually designed rooms with personality 
- Vintage touches like vinyl players & 
typewriters 
- Cozy, modern, and stylish atmosphere 

Room 
Features 

Tasteful furniture · Unique layouts · High-end 
finishes 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available on all listed options 

Free Wi-Fi Yes 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room 
Type 

Guest
s 

Price 

Booking.c
om 

Double 
Room 

3 
guests 

$494 
total 

3. TOWER23 Hotel – Modern Luxury by the Beach 
 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name TOWER23 Hotel 

Rating ⭐ 4.5 (1,000+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 723 Felspar St, San Diego, CA 92109 



Phone (858) 270-2323 

Style Sleek, modern beachfront hotel 

Highlights - Steps from Pacific Beach 
- Some rooms have private balconies with ocean 
views 
- Stylish suites with upscale design 

Room 
Features 

Floor-to-ceiling windows · Modern decor · Spacious 
layouts 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Beach access · On-site restaurant & 
lounge 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available on all listed booking options 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Pric
e 

Booking.c
om 

Sky Pad 4 guests $326 

Booking.c
om 

Sanctuary 
Suite 

Suite $417 

Trip.com Sky Pad 3 guests $326 

4. Catamaran Resort Hotel and Spa – Beachfront Tropical 
Escape 

Catamaran Resort offers a lush, tropical setting right on the shores of Mission 
Bay. This Polynesian-style hotel is perfect for beach lovers seeking a relaxing and 
scenic getaway. With on-site spa treatments, waterfront dining, and palm-lined 
pathways, it's ideal for both families and couples. Still, it remains one of the best 
places to stay in San Diego for a peaceful, island-inspired experience. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Catamaran Resort Hotel and Spa 



Rating ⭐ 4.3 (4,700+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 3999 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 

Phone (858) 488-1081 

Style Polynesian-inspired resort with lush landscaping 

Highlights - Stunning beachfront views of Mission Bay and the Pacific 
Ocean 
- Outdoor pool, full-service spa, and tropical vibe 
- Spacious resort rooms and suites 

Room 
Features 

King beds · Some rooms with kitchenettes · Balconies with 
water views 

Guest Notes - Some reviews mention dated kitchenettes and weak A/C 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Spa services · Beach access · Outdoor dining 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through select booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Price 

Booking.com Resort King 
Room 

3 guests $246 

Booking.com Resort King 
Room 

3 guests $294 

5. The Wayfarer San Diego – Beachfront Comfort with Modern 
Style 
The Wayfarer San Diego is a modern beachfront hotel located in the heart of 
Pacific Beach, offering newly renovated rooms and unbeatable ocean views. 
Whether you’re relaxing by the pool or watching the sunset from your balcony, this 
hotel is perfect for a laid-back yet stylish beach escape. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name The Wayfarer San Diego 



Rating ⭐ 4.4 (1,900+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 707 Pacific Beach Dr, San Diego, CA 92109 

Phone (858) 488-4700 

Style Freshly renovated coastal hotel right on the beach 

Highlights - Beachfront patio with incredible ocean views 
- Modern, updated rooms 
- Steps from the sand at Pacific Beach 

Room 
Features 

Renovated interiors · King beds · Ocean or partial 
ocean views 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Outdoor pool · Beach access · Stylish 
design 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through all major booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Price 

Booking.co
m 

King Room (Partial Ocean 
View) 

2 
guests 

$384 

Booking.co
m 

King Room (Sea View) 3 
guests 

$408 

Booking.co
m 

Standard Room (Base Rate) 2 
guests 

$275 

Budget-Friendly & Cheap Places to Stay 

1. Meadview RV Park & Cozy Cabins – Affordable Stay Near 
Grand Canyon West 

Meadview RV Park & Cozy Cabins is a peaceful and affordable choice for 
travelers looking to explore the Grand Canyon West Rim or enjoy a quiet 
stopover in northern Arizona. Whether you're pulling in an RV or staying in one of 



the cozy cabins, this place offers excellent value and a great location with desert 
charm. 

Feature Details 

Name Meadview RV Park & Cozy Cabins 

Rating ⭐ 4.7 (251 reviews) 

Address 28100 Pierce Ferry Rd, Meadview, AZ 86444 

Phone (928) 564-2662 

Style Rustic cabins and RV sites with peaceful desert 
surroundings 

Highlights - Perfect for Grand Canyon West visits 
- Budget-friendly 
- Clean and quiet location with scenic views 

Accommodation 
Type 

RV sites and small, cozy cabins 

Room Features Basic amenities · Comfortable beds · Air conditioning 

Free Wi-Fi Limited or location-dependent 

Free Cancellation Available on official site 

Booking Details 

Platform Guest
s 

Base 
Price 

Cancellation 

Official 
Site 

2 
guests 

$23 Free 
cancellation 

2. Silver Surf Motel – Budget-Friendly Stay in San Simeon 

Silver Surf Motel is a convenient and wallet-friendly choice for travelers exploring 
California's Central Coast. Located near Highway 1, it offers easy access to top 
attractions like Hearst Castle, Elephant Seal Beach, and Big Sur. Ideal for short 
stays or overnight stops, it delivers everything you need for a comfortable rest on a 
budget. 



Feature Details 

Hotel Name Silver Surf Motel 

Rating ⭐ 3.8 (926 reviews) · 2-star hotel 

Address 9390 Castillo Dr, San Simeon, CA 93452 

Phone (805) 927-4661 

Style Classic roadside motel with simple comforts and easy access 
to coastal sites 

Highlights - Minutes from Hearst Castle and the Pacific Ocean 
- Great value for road trippers and coastal travelers 
- Pet-friendly and family-friendly options 

Room 
Features 

Queen beds · Free Wi-Fi · Cable TV · Microwave & mini fridge 

Amenities Heated indoor pool · Outdoor patio · Free parking 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through most booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Booking.c
om 

Queen Room (1 
bed) 

$58 ~$61 Free Wi-Fi · Free 
cancellation 

3. Panamint Springs Resort – Rustic Stop on the Edge of Death 
Valley 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Panamint Springs Resort 

Rating ⭐ 4.1 (1,400 reviews) · 2-star resort-style lodge 

Address 40440 CA-190, Darwin, CA 93522 



Phone (775) 482-7680 

Style Remote, rustic desert lodge with cabins, tents, and motel 
rooms 

Highlights - Located in a scenic and isolated area of Death Valley 
- One of the few air-conditioned options in the region 
- On-site restaurant and gas station add convenience 

Room Types Cabins · Motel rooms · Large/Small tents 

Room 
Features 

Basic amenities · Rustic furniture · Some air conditioning 
available 

Known Issues Guest reviews mention dated, small cabins and limited 
cleanliness 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available on most listings 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room 
Type 

Guest
s 

Base 
Price 

Cancellation 

Booking.c
om 

Small Tent 2 
guests 

$73 Free cancellation until 
Oct 30 

 Large Tent Up to 
4 

$95 Free cancellation until 
Oct 30 

4. Hospedaje Barato Mi Casita de Colores – Budget Group Stay 
with Plenty of Space 

Hospedaje Barato Mi Casita de Colores is a budget-friendly house rental 
that offers plenty of space for large families, tour groups, or friends traveling 
together. With 12 bedrooms and 15 beds, it ensures everyone has room to relax. 
While the design is simple and colorful, the real value is in the low cost and high 
capacity. 

Feature Details 



Property 
Name 

Hospedaje Barato Mi Casita de Colores 

Rating ⭐ 5.0 (8 reviews) 

Type Entire House 

Sleeps Up to 12 guests 

Bedrooms 12 

Bathrooms 8 

Beds 15 

Style Colorful, cozy, and perfect for large families or 
groups 

Highlights - Affordable group stay 
- Comfortable shared spaces 
- Great for long visits or reunions 

Free 
Cancellation 

Not specified, depends on platform 

Booking Option Snapshot 

Platform Base Price Total 
Cost 

Guests 

Bluepillow.c
om 

$30 $34 total Up to 12 

5. Rio Hotel & Casino – Spacious Suites Just Off the Vegas Strip 

Rio Hotel & Casino offers big, clean suites with great value near the Vegas Strip. 
While not in San Diego, it's often compared to the best places to stay in San 
Diego for its comfort and spacious rooms. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Rio Hotel & Casino 

Rating ⭐ 3.8 (45,700+ reviews) · 4-star hotel · Eco-certified 



Address 3700 W Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89103 

Phone (702) 777-7777 

Style All-suite resort hotel with a vibrant casino and entertainment 
atmosphere 

Highlights - Large, clean suites with updated furnishings 
- Some rooms recently renovated 
- Great value for off-strip Vegas stay 

Amenities Casino · Outdoor pool · On-site dining · Gym · Bars 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available via most booking platforms 

Booking Options Overview 

Platform Room Type Guest
s 

Base 
Price 

Free 
Cancellation? 

Booking.c
om 

Deluxe King 
Room 

2 $124 Yes 

 Deluxe King 
Room 

Up to 
3 

$150  

Best Places to Stay in San Diego for Families 

1. Paradise Point Resort & Spa – Overview Table 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Paradise Point Resort & Spa 

Rating ⭐ 4.3 (4,600+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 1404 Vacation Rd, San Diego, CA 92109 

Phone (858) 240-4913 



Highlights - Direct access to Mission Bay 
- Beautiful water views from rooms/suites 
- Fire pits, porches & private bungalows 

Room Style Spacious bungalows and standard rooms with modern 
amenities 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Fire pits · Water views · Outdoor spaces 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available with all major booking options 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Price 

Booking.c
om 

Standard Double Room 2 guests $298 

Booking.c
om 

Standard Double Room 3 guests $314 

Trip.com Standard Double Room 2 guests $256 

Official 
Site 

Standard Double Room 2 guests $259 

Super.com Standard Double Room 2 guests $220 

2. Loews Coronado Bay Resort – Overview Table 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Loews Coronado Bay Resort 

Rating ⭐ 4.4 (5,200+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 4000 Coronado Bay Rd, Coronado, CA 92118 

Phone (619) 424-4000 

Highlights - Panoramic views of San Diego Bay, the Pacific Ocean & 
Coronado Bridge 
- Elegant, high-end rooms with modern decor 



- Peaceful location with luxury touches 

Room Style Resort-view king rooms with spacious interiors and tasteful 
decor 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Scenic views · Luxurious environment · Well-rated 
service 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through all major platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Price 

Booking.com Resort View 
King 

2 guests $306 

Booking.com Resort View 
King 

3 guests $329 

Trip.com Resort View 
King 

2 guests $300 

Official 
Website 

Resort Room 2 guests $268 

Traveluro Standard Room 2 guests $246 

3. Hilltop Cabin with Panoramic Lake & Mountain Views – 
Overview Table 

Feature Details 

Property Type Entire Cabin 

Sleeps Up to 3 guests 

Bedrooms 1 bedroom 

Bathrooms 2 bathrooms 

Beds 1 bed 



Rating ⭐ 4.9 (50 reviews) – Exceptional stay 
experience 

Highlights - Stunning panoramic views of lake and 
mountains 
- Peaceful hilltop location 
- Ideal for couples or small families 

Amenities Cozy interior · Scenic setting · Quiet 
getaway 

Free 
Cancellation 

Not mentioned (check platform terms) 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Offer Price 

Vrbo.com Save with One Key membership $213 total 

Expedia.com Save with One Key membership $213 total 

4. Seashore III by AvantStay – In the Heart of La Jolla 

Located just minutes from La Jolla Cove, Seashore III by AvantStay is a modern 
and sunny apartment perfect for couples or small families. The interior feels bright 
and cozy, while the location puts you in the heart of La Jolla’s walkable restaurants, 
bars, and beaches. It’s a hidden gem among the best places to stay in San 
Diego for a laid-back coastal escape. 

Feature Details 

Property Type Entire Apartment 

Location Prospect Street, La Jolla (5-minute walk to La Jolla Cove) 

Sleeps Up to 3 guests 

Size 646 sq ft 

Bedrooms 1 bedroom (King bed + en-suite) 

Bathrooms 1 bathroom 



Beds 1 king bed, 1 sleeper sofa, 2 tri-fold twin mats 

Rating ⭐ 4.5 (17 reviews) – Excellent stay 

Style Bright, beachy, modern decor 

Highlights - Prime location in downtown La Jolla 
- Steps from restaurants & shops 
- Stylish, comfortable, and upscale interior 

Nearby 
Attractions 

La Jolla Cove · Torrey Pines · Duke’s · Puesto · Catania · 
Cove House 

Amenities Kitchen · Crib & High Chair · Heating · Beach Access 

Parking No on-site parking (street & paid garage parking available 
nearby) 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Offer Total Price 

VacationRenter Standard 
Rate 

$336 total 

AvantStay (Official) Available Price varies 

Vrbo.com Available Price varies 

Expedia / Marriott / 
Booking.com 

Available Price varies 

5. Pacific Terrace Hotel – Oceanfront Luxury at Pacific Beach 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Pacific Terrace Hotel 

Rating ⭐ 4.7 (1,000+ reviews) · 4-star hotel 

Address 610 Diamond St, San Diego, CA 92109 

Phone (858) 581-3500 



Style Relaxed yet upscale beachfront hotel with warm, coastal 
charm 

Highlights - Stunning ocean views from rooms, patios, and pool 
area 
- Steps from Pacific Beach 
- Highly rated for comfort and cleanliness 

Room 
Features 

Microwave · Coffee maker · Mini fridge · Balcony rooms 
available 

Accessibility ADA accessible room options 

Amenities Outdoor pool · Hot tub · Free Wi-Fi · Beach gear rentals 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through Booking.com 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guest
s 

Cancellation Pric
e 

Booking.c
om 

Non View Standard Guest Room 2 
guests 

Free 
cancellation 

$38
5 

Booking.c
om 

ADA Accessible Room with 
Balcony 

4 
guests 

Free 
cancellation 

$38
5 

Romantic & Couple-Friendly Accommodations 
These are some of the best places to stay in San Diego for couples seeking 
comfort and romance. 

1. Kona Kai San Diego Resort – Overview Table 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Kona Kai San Diego Resort 

Rating ⭐ 4.2 (2,800+ reviews) · 4-star · Eco-certified 

Address 1551 Shelter Island Dr, San Diego, CA 92106 



Phone (619) 452-3138 

Highlights - Scenic views of the marina and San Diego Bay 
- Stylish, well-furnished rooms 
- Peaceful location on Shelter Island 

Room Style Deluxe rooms with king or queen beds, elegant 
design 

Amenities Free Wi-Fi · Eco-certified · Marina views · 
Family-friendly 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available with all major booking options 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Room Type Guests Price 

Trip.com Deluxe King Room 2 guests $299 

Trip.com Deluxe Two Queen 
Room 

2 guests $346 

Super.com Standard Room 2 guests $197 

Hotels In 
America 

Standard Room 2 guests $206 

2. Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa – Luxury in Rancho Santa Fe 

Set amid the rolling hills of Rancho Santa Fe, Rancho Valencia offers a 
secluded and peaceful escape for travelers who value elegance, privacy, and 
rejuvenation. Whether you're booking a romantic retreat, wellness escape, or a 
serene long weekend, this 5-star property delivers world-class service, luxury 
accommodations, and a true Southern California hideaway experience. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa 

Rating ⭐ 4.8 (698 reviews) · 5-star luxury resort 



Address 5921 Valencia Cir, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 

Phone (858) 756-1123 

Affiliation Member of Relais & Châteaux – a collection of luxury 
boutique hotels 

Ownership Women-owned · LGBTQ+ friendly 

Style Elegant hacienda-style resort with Mediterranean-inspired 
charm 

Highlights - Private casitas with garden patios 
- Award-winning spa and wellness programs 
- Top-tier dining and secluded luxury 

Room 
Features 

Spacious suites · Fireplaces · Soaking tubs · Private outdoor 
spaces 

Amenities Full-service spa · Yoga pavilion · Tennis courts · Fine dining 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through most booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Nightly 
Rate 

Total (with 
Taxes/Fees) 

Cancellation 

Relais & 
Châteaux 

$990 $1,065 Free 
cancellation 

Super.com $1,055 $1,136 Free 
cancellation 

Other 
Platforms 

From 
$1,141+ 

Varies Free 
cancellation 

3. L'Auberge Del Mar – Coastal Elegance in the Heart of Del Mar 
L’Auberge Del Mar brings a blend of beachside luxury and boutique charm, 
perfect for travelers seeking upscale relaxation with ocean views. With spa services, 
coastal dining, and a walkable location near local shops and cafes, it’s a popular 
spot for romantic weekends and special occasions. It's truly one of the best places 
to stay in San Diego for couples looking for elegance and serenity by the sea. 



Feature Details 

Hotel Name L'Auberge Del Mar 

Rating ⭐ 4.6 (1,153 reviews) · 4-star resort-style hotel 

Address 1540 Camino Del Mar, Del Mar, CA 92014 

Phone (858) 386-1336 

Ownership LGBTQ+ friendly 

Style Upscale coastal resort with classic SoCal luxury 

Highlights - Overlooks the Pacific Ocean and scenic Del Mar 
coastline 
- Known for romantic getaways and wellness 
escapes 
- Walkable to Del Mar Village and beaches 

Room 
Features 

Private balconies · Plush beds · Premium toiletries 

Amenities Full-service spa · Outdoor pool · Fine dining · 
Firepits 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available through most platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Super.com $509 $569 — 

Expedia.co
m 

$540 $611 Free cancellation · Free 
Wi-Fi 

Other 
Listings 

From 
$543+ 

Varies — 

4. The Inn at Sunset Cliffs – Oceanfront Charm with Classic 
Vibes 



The Inn at Sunset Cliffs is a peaceful, locally loved gem set on the edge of San 
Diego’s Ocean Beach neighborhood. With unmatched sunset views, a quiet 
atmosphere, and close proximity to nature trails and tide pools, it’s a perfect pick 
for travelers looking to unwind without breaking the bank. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name The Inn at Sunset Cliffs 

Rating ⭐ 4.5 (378 reviews) · 3-star hotel 

Address 1370 Sunset Cliffs Blvd, San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone (619) 222-7901 

Style Boutique coastal inn with classic charm and panoramic 
ocean views 

Highlights - Perched above the Pacific Ocean with spectacular 
cliffside views 
- Peaceful and scenic location in Ocean Beach 
- Ideal for quiet retreats or romantic escapes 

Room 
Features 

Cozy, clean rooms · Some with kitchenettes and ocean 
views 

Amenities Outdoor terrace · Free parking · Free Wi-Fi · Heated 
outdoor pool 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available via most booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Official 
Website 

$205 $231 Direct booking 

Priceline $200 $221 Free Wi-Fi · Free 
parking 



Other 
Listings 

From 
$200+ 

Varies Offers vary by site 

5. Fairmont Grand Del Mar – Luxury Resort in North San Diego 

Fairmont Grand Del Mar offers an ultra-luxurious escape just north of 
downtown San Diego. This award-winning resort blends European elegance with 
Southern California charm, making it perfect for golf getaways, romantic retreats, 
or indulgent spa weekends. Surrounded by natural canyon preserves, it offers both 
seclusion and world-class amenities — making it one of San Diego’s most iconic 
five-star properties. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Fairmont Grand Del Mar 

Rating ⭐ 4.7 (1,894 reviews) · 5-star resort hotel 

Address 5300 Grand Del Mar Ct, San Diego, CA 92130 

Phone (858) 314-2000 

Ownership LGBTQ+ friendly 

Style Mediterranean-inspired resort with elegant design and grand 
architecture 

Highlights - Lavish rooms and exceptional service 
- Tom Fazio-designed golf course 
- Award-winning dining and five-star spa 

Room 
Features 

Marble bathrooms · Soaking tubs · Private terraces · Luxurious 
bedding 

Amenities 4 heated pools · Equestrian center · Tennis courts · Spa & 
wellness center 

Free 
Cancellation 

Offered by most major platforms 



Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Official Site $649 $735 Free cancellation until 
Oct 30 

Super.com $601 $679 Free cancellation 

Other 
Listings 

From 
$642+ 

Varies Depending on provider 

Pet-Friendly Hotels 
Traveling with your furry friend? These welcoming hotels make sure both you and 
your pet feel right at home. From nearby dog parks to pet amenities like treats and 
comfy beds, these stays go the extra mile for four-legged guests. They’re among 
the best places to stay in San Diego for pet lovers who don’t want to leave their 
companion behind. 

1. Hilton San Diego/Del Mar – Comfortable Stay Near the 
Racetrack 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Hilton San Diego/Del Mar 

Rating ⭐ 4.1 (1,486 reviews) · 3-star hotel 

Address 15575 Jimmy Durante Blvd, Del Mar, CA 92014 

Phone (858) 792-5200 

Style Contemporary hotel with garden surroundings and 
resort-style amenities 

Highlights - Close to Del Mar Racetrack and beaches 
- Peaceful location with greenery and modern design 
- Great for business or family stays 

Room Features Flat-screen TVs · Work desks · Hilton Serenity Beds · Modern 
bathrooms 



Amenities Outdoor pool · Hot tub · Fitness center · On-site dining · 
Event spaces 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available on select platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Official Site $806 $899 Free Wi-Fi with Hilton 
Honors 

Super.com $563 $640 Lower rate with free 
cancellation 

Other 
Platforms 

From 
$601+ 

Varies Check site for additional 
options 

2. DoubleTree by Hilton – Mission Valley, San Diego 

Feature Details 

Rating ⭐ 4.0 (1,895 reviews) · 3-star hotel 

Address 7450 Hazard Center Dr, San Diego, CA 92108 

Phone (619) 297-5466 

Location Centrally located in Mission Valley (Hazard Center area) 

Style Modern, business-friendly hotel with resort-like 
amenities 

Highlights - Quick access to trolley and shopping 
- Close to Balboa Park and Old Town 
- Indoor & outdoor pools and fitness center 

Room 
Features 

Sweet Dreams beds · Work desk · Flat-screen TV · 
Coffee maker 

Amenities Heated pools · Hot tub · On-site restaurant · Business 
center 



Free 
Cancellation 

Offered on most booking platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Official Site $147 $165 Honors points · Wi-Fi with 
account 

Super.com $110 $126 Discounted rate 

3. Loews Coronado Bay Resort – Island-Style Luxury Near San 
Diego 
Loews Coronado Bay Resort offers island-style luxury just across the bridge from 
downtown. Surrounded by water and stunning views, it features elegant rooms, a 
private marina, spa services, and easy beach access. Whether you're relaxing 
poolside or enjoying a sunset stroll, it's one of the best places to stay in San 
Diego for a peaceful, upscale escape. 

Feature Details 

Hotel Name Loews Coronado Bay Resort 

Rating ⭐ 4.4 (5,230 reviews) · 4-star resort hotel 

Address 4000 Coronado Bay Rd, Coronado, CA 92118 

Phone (619) 424-4000 

Style Elegant, waterfront resort on a private peninsula near 
Coronado Island 

Highlights - Stunning views of San Diego Bay, Pacific Ocean, & 
Coronado Bridge 
- Perfect for families, couples, and weddings 
- Private marina, full-service spa, and beach shuttle 

Room 
Features 

Coastal-chic décor · Balcony or patio · Spacious layouts · 
Luxury amenities 

Amenities 3 pools · Spa · Tennis courts · Marina · Fine dining & bars 



Free Wi-Fi Included 

Free 
Cancellation 

Available on most platforms 

Booking Options – At a Glance 

Platform Base 
Price 

Total with 
Fees 

Extras 

Official 
Site 

$268 $300 Free cancellation 

Super.co
m 

$255 $281 Discounted rate 

Vacation Rentals vs Hotels 

Hotels: 

●​ Ideal for short trips​
 

●​ Room service, daily cleaning​
 

●​ Central locations 

Vacation Rentals: 

●​ More space for families​
 

●​ Kitchen and laundry​
 

●​ Better for longer stays​
 

●​ Try North Park or Ocean Beach 

Getting Around San Diego 

●​ By Car: Ideal for beach hopping & day trips​
 



●​ Public Transport: Trolley, buses (good in central areas)​
 

●​ Bike/Scooters: Popular near the beach​
 

●​ Walkable Areas: Downtown, Hillcrest, Old Town​
 

●​ Ferry: From Downtown to Coronado 

Tips for Booking the Perfect Stay 

●​ Book 30+ days in advance​
 

●​ Compare deals on multiple sites​
 

●​ Use Google Maps to check the area​
 

●​ Look for free breakfast & parking​
 

●​ Be aware of hidden fees (resort or parking) 

FAQs About Where to Stay in San Diego 

Q: Where to stay without a car?​
 A: Downtown, Old Town, or Hillcrest (all trolley-accessible) 

Q: What’s the safest area?​
 A: La Jolla, Coronado, Point Loma 

Q: What’s best for nightlife?​
 A: Gaslamp Quarter 

Q: Where to stay for the beach?​
 A: Pacific Beach, Mission Beach, or Coronado 

Q: Airbnb or hotel?​
 A: Airbnb is better for longer stays; hotels are better for short trips and full 
service. 

Q: What is the best part of San Diego to stay in for first-time visitors? 
A: For a first trip, Downtown San Diego (specifically the Gaslamp Quarter and East 
Village) is often the best choice. You'll be central to major attractions like the zoo, 
Balboa Park, and the waterfront, with endless dining options at your doorstep. 



Q: Do I need a car in San Diego? 
A: It is highly recommended. While neighborhoods are walkable, San Diego is 
spread out. A car is the easiest way to explore different beaches, neighborhoods, 
and attractions like the Zoo Safari Park or La Jolla. If you stay downtown and only 
plan to visit nearby areas, you can rely on ride-sharing and the trolley. 
Q: Is it better to stay in downtown San Diego or by the beach? 
A: It's the classic trade-off: 

●​ Downtown: Best for convenience, nightlife, and culture. You'll need to travel 
to the beach. 

●​ The Beach: Best for a relaxed, classic SoCal vibe. You'll need to travel for 
urban attractions and fine dining.​
Choose based on what you want your vacation to feel like. 

Q: What is the best time to book hotels in San Diego? 
A: As far in advance as possible, especially for summer and major events like 
Comic-Con. For the best rates, consider visiting in the shoulder seasons (April-May 
or September-October). 

Final Thoughts 

Choosing where to stay in San Diego depends on your budget, interests, and 
how you want to travel. From lively city streets in the Gaslamp to quiet coastal 
escapes in La Jolla or Coronado, San Diego has the perfect neighborhood for every 
kind of traveler. 

Whether you're coming for a weekend or a full vacation, this guide should help you 
confidently choose the best places to stay in San Diego. 
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